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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying -ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
quard, and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material ay»earing in this »vblication. 
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U. S. ARMY NO. 1 BALLOON AND LIGHTNING 
By Lieut. Howard H. Couch,Air Corps 


To those who are laboring under the mistaken idea that free ballooning is 
not very snorting and that it has no thrills, an invitation is extended to dodge 
thunderstorms on a dark night over rough country. All of which is by way of 
introduction to the story of the last thirteen minutes of the four hour and 
nineteen minute flight of the U.S. Army Intry Number One in the National Elimina- 
tion Balloon Races at Akron, Ohio, on July 19, 1921. 

Like Circus Day and Fourth of July, July 19th dawned with a.clear sky and 


. auspicious omens for a race that would be marked by nothing more exciting than 


perhans a long walk out of the New England woods on the 20th. Somehow or other, 
the weatherman slipped up and left the house with the thunderstorm tap running, 
for afternoon brought omnious looking cunmlo-nimbus with an attendant electrical 


display. ‘The spectators were given many a thrill by the time the first balloon, 


Army Entry Number Two, took off. ‘The wind had increased in velocity until the 
big 80,000 cubic feet bags were blown clear to the ground like a child's toy. 

At 6:09, Army Entry Number One, the last balloon to get away, took off just 
ahead of a violent and extensive thunderstorm, through which lightning was play- 
ing continuously. Ahead and on both sides, other storms reared their towering 
columis of wind-tossed clouds. A bit of luck and some jockeying kept us clear 
of these surrounding storms. We..assed the place where Army Number Two had 
landed, the Del-Mar-Va Entry and the W.J.R., and were rapidly overhauling a 


‘ fourth balloon when darkness covered the earth. 


Against the brilliant badcground of the lightning-lit storm behind us, we 
watched W.J.R. for an hour before he disappeared, shortly after Del-Mar-Va had 
been forced down in a drenching rain. The balloon ahead of us, of course, had 
disappeared and we had that lonely feeling which can be exyerienced only in the 
wicker basket of a balloon on a night as dark as vitch, hanging somewhere above 
the ground, 

At 10:10, such was our ignorance and conceit, that we congratulated each 
other on having won ‘the race. ‘The old story of counting the chickens; for we 
felt sure that with our good luck so far we would last until at least the morn- 
ing of July 20th. 

At 10:15 the balloon started to rise gradually from 2,500 feet. We decid- 
ed to let it rise past its equilibrium point, and by judicious use of ballast 
level off at about 3,000 feet. At 5,000 feet, we entered a light, wispy cloud, 
and at 5,500 feet, as we had predicted, the balloon stopped its ascent momenta- 
rily and then the fun began! 

From zero vertical rate, it jumped up to a rate of 800 feet per minute 
ascent. Every foot of the way the lightning became more brilliant and the wind 
thistling through the rigging and the clattering of the fabric and the equipment 
that was hung on the outside became more nronounced. ‘The flashes of lightning 
through the clouds became more blinding and the oscillations more violent until 
at 8,000 feet we were hanging onto the suspension. rones to keep our balance. It 
looked like a good time to trust to Major Hoffman's new parachute. We agreed 
that, as far as we were concerned, it looked very much as if the race vas over. 

Just under 10,000 feet, the balloon: stovped its wild upward rush as though 
it had hit a ceiling. ‘The needle of our rate of climb indicator dropped with 
incredible rapidity to a 1200 feet per. mimte descent. While these speeds were 
not alarming, they were sufficiently great to destroy our judgment in the 
Static condition of the balloon. We reserved our ballast, however, until we 
had Gronzed out of the clouds and then we poured all but one bag. And still 
We dropped! Then miscellaneous equipment started to go over with a silent vray- 
er that.all Pennsylvania farmers were living somevlace else than immediately 
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under us. At 2,000 feet, old- Number 295 stoored and started un again. This 
would never do! We had no desire to be wafted to great heizhts through an 
active and vicious thunderstorm without ballast. We reached for the valve to 
dispose of some more gas, but it proved unnecessary. 

Again we started on a downward plunge, cut the drag rove, threw over the 
last bag of sand, barged through several hundred yards of trees and sat dom 
in a small wheat field, crawled out of the basket and began to wonder what it 
was all about. 

Things happened so rayidly that we could not believe we were definitely 
out of the race. But there lay the old balloon, draped over a four-foot s 
and flat as a pancake. It certainly was one of those cases where it could be 
said that it wase good flight, because we got up and WALKED to the nearest 
town. 

Ed. Note: In the National Elimination Balloon Race, which started from 
‘Akron, Ohio, July 19th, the Army Air Corps was represented by two teams - 
Entry No. 1 being piloted by Captain Karl S$. Axtater, with Lieut. Howard H, 
Couch, Aide, both stationed at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and Entry No. 2 by 
Lieut. Edgar M. Fogelsonger, of Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., with Lieut. John 
A. Tarro, of Fort Sill, Orcla., as Aide. Iieut. Haynie McCormick, of Fort Sill, 
served as Operations Officer, and Captain William J. Flood, of the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, as Liaison Officer. 

The Race was won by the Navy Team of Lieut. Thomas G.W. Settle, pilot, 
with Lieut. Wilfred Bushnell as Aide. ‘Their balloon landed at Marilla, a New 
York village, 15 miles east of Buffalo, and 215 miles from the starting point. 
The Navy balloonists were forced to descend in the face of a severe. electrical 

storm after a night of lightning and wind. 

One of the two entries representing Akron, Ohio, took second »lace, the 
Goodyear~Zeppelin VIII,‘ piloted by Frank A. Trotter, with Roland J. Blair, Aide, 
covering 190 miles and: landing at Stevensville, a Canadian. village near the 
Welland Canal, after crossing Lake Erie in rough weather. This team won the 
National Elimination Balloon Race last year, which started from Houston, Texas, 
July 4th, by covering 768 miles. 

Third place was talzen by the team of Eddie J. Hill and Arthur J. Schlosser, 
both of Detroit, who landed at Wesleyville, near Erie, Pa., after covering 110 
Miles. The Army team of Captain Axtater and Lieut. Couch, who descended at 
Custards, Pa., 80 miles east of Axron,. took fourth »lace, while Messrs. L.P. 
Furculow and John Pieker, who maneuvered the Del-Mar-Va Civic Association's tg, 
- landed at Ravenna, covered 20 miles, and finished fifth. The weather was ex- 
tremely unkind to the Army team of Lieuts. Fogelsonger and Tarro, for they were 
forced to land some 12 miles from the starting voint. ; 

As a result of this year's National Elimination Balloon Race, America will 
be represented in the Gordon-Bennett International Balloon Race by the Navy 
team, the Akron team and by Ward T. Van Orman, who won this lighter~than-air 
classic both in 1929 and 1930, 

---000-—— 


CRISSY FIELD'S SPEED BOAT 


"As a matter of information that has not been given the publicity it de- 
servec," says the Crissy Field Correspondent, "Crissy Field has a speed boat. 
According to reports from the custodians of our boat, our friends from the 
North Point Station of-the Coast Guard, it is not just another speed boat but 
the fastest boat on San Francisco's most beautiful bey. With the efficiency of 
our Coast Guard friends and such a boat, visiting firemen will encounter strem- 
‘Our competition in trying to accomplish a successful ‘drowning act.* . Lieut. 
Hurst, of Mather Field, tried his best to mar our rewitation by setting a TH 
down in our sun-kist bay at five o'clock in the afternoon without success. Fe 
fore he had a chance to take on any water he was hauled into Crissy Field's 
speed boat by a very efficient’ Coast Guard crew and then taken to the hosvital. 
There was no injury to personnel; in fact, it is rumored that Licut. Hurst's 
clothes were barely wet. We term that Efficiency Personified." 

} ---000—-— 

Lieut.-Col. James A. Mars, recently in command of France Field, Panama 
Canal Zone, was assigned as Commanding Officer of Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., 
relieving Capt. Sammel C. Skemp, who was in temporary command following the de- 


parture of Lieut.-Col, Jacob W.S. Wuest for Germany for duty as Air Attache. 
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SUCCESSFUL RESERVS OFFICERS! TRAINING CAMP AT SCOTT FIELD 


The 14—day training camp for Air Corns Reserve Officers, conducted at 
scott Field, Belleville, Ill., from July 5th to 18th, inclusive, had a mch 
larger attendance than any camp previously held at that field, 71 Reserve Offi- 
cers from various parts of the Sixth Corps Area answering roll call. This total 
included both heavier-than=air and lighter-than-air officers and one Medical Re- 
serve Officer assigned to an Air Corns Reserve Unit. 

The cam was very successful in the number of hours flow, the total hours 
for heavier-than=air officers being anoroximately 559, and that for lighter-than- 
air offices.iapproximately 127. As far as »ossible, all officers were given an 
ayoroximately equal amount of time on various missions, such as local flights 
and landing »ractice, formation flying, cross-country, etc. Planes were sent 
out in groups for cross-country flights and‘landed, refueled and returned from 
designated fields. 

The training can was also very successful in another way, no accidents of 
even a minor nature occurring during the entire »eriod, which is considered ex- 
ceptional in view of the advanced nature of many of the flying missions »erform- 
ed. All heavier-than-air officers desiring to fly in airships were given that 
omportunity during the two-weeks period, several of the flights being performed 
at night and especially enjoyed, as the visibility wes excellent and the weather 
very good at all times. 

The airplanes, which were obtained from various stations for use of the 
Reserve officers, were ferried to their home stations by pilots from those fields, 
---000=—— 


- NEW STATION FOR FLIGHT "B", 16th OBS. SQUADRON 


Flight "B" of the 16th Observation Squadron came into being as a separate 
organization when it was sent to Fort Benning, , from Fort Riley, Kansas, to 
be a part of the Infantry School Detachment. The »ersonnel include five offi- 
cers and 27 enlisted men, the officers being lst Lieut. Lloyd Barnett (command- 
ing), lst Lieut. Charles T. Skow, 2nd Lieuts. Leon R. Bromfield, Charles H. 
Leitner, Jr. (Res.) and Glenn A. Holland (Res.). With the excestion of Lieut. 
Leitner, transferred from Maxwell Field, Ala., all of these officers came from 
Fort Riley, Kansas. 

Three 0-25 airnvlanes are assigned to this Flight. 

---000--— 


INSTRUMENT FLYING BY PILOTS IN HAWAIIAN DEPT. 


All pilots of the 18th Comoosite Wing in Hawaii have been directed to under- 
go tests in instrument flying. - Hoods have been »rovided for the 0-19 and A~3d 
types of planes, and several qualified instructors are on hand. Among them is 
Master Sergeant John L. Waugh, who assisted Major William C. Ocker in his instru- 
ment flying exneriments at Kelly Field, Texas. "While low flying fogs are rare 
in these waters," says the News Letter Corresxondent, "we do have rains which 
“seen visibility to zero, es»ecially when flying over water and out of sight of 
and, ' bis 

-~-000——— 


A ROUSING WELCOME FOR NEW GROUP COMMANDER 


On the occasion of the arrival in Hawaii recently of Major Ernest Clark, 
Air Coros, to assume command of the 18th Pursuit Group at Wheeler Field, this or- 
ganization turned out full strength to fly an Aloha in his honor. Major Clark 
arrived on June 2rd on the Transvort CHATEAU THIERRY. In addition to other evo- 
lutions, the formation spelled successively the letters ‘C-L-A-R-K, so that there 
was little doubt (provided the observer used his imagination slightly) for whom 
the Aloha was intended. "We feel that Major Clark comes to the conmand of a 
live and smooth functioning unit," says the News Letter Correspondent, "and have 
no doubt that under his direction the Group will be kevt at its »resent high 
Standard of morale," 

---000--— 

Piloted by Capt. Vincent J. Meloy, the Chief of the Militia Bureau, General 

William G, Everson, left August 5th on an extended trip, involving avproximately 


6,345 miles, to insvect various National Guard encampments throughout the country. 
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WEST : POINT. GRADUATES. anit TO. oe Amn CORPS 


A total of 89 contiey: aiatiotanes: second: ‘teatime. who graduated from 
the United States Military Academy last June, or 30 percent of the entire graq. 
vating class of 296, have. been detailed to the-Army Air Corps. for the -yrpose 
of undergoing flying training. Unon the expiration of their graduation leave 
on Sentember.:1llth next, these officers are under orders to resort to the Com 
manding General of :the'new Air Corns Training Center at Randokgh Fiela, near 
San Antonio, Texas, for duty as students. 

These 89 students received commissions in the various branches of the Amy, 
excent the Air Corns, as follows: Corns of Engineer”, 3; Cavalry, 10; Field 
Artillery, 21; Coast Artillery, 17;. Infantry, 58. Under the yolicy of the War 
Denartment, based upon the »rovisions of the Air Corns Act, anproved July 2, 
1926, no officers are eligible for nermanent commissions in the Air Corvs un- 
less they are graduates of both the Air Corzs Primary and Advanced Flying 
Schools. A year of intensive flying training is ahead of these West Point 
graduates who have chosen to cast their lot with the aviation branch of the 
Arny, i.e., an eight months! primary course at Randolph Field and a four 
months! course at. the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

Scanning over the list of these yommg officers who as»vire to become Air 
Corps pilots, the reader who is interested. in football may note such familiar 
names as Carl W. Carlmark, Ind of.the West Point team for the last three. 
seasons; Wendell W. Bowman, veteran Quarterback; Charles I. Humber, Jr., Capt. 
of the 1950 team; Paul G. Miller, Center; John C. Gordon and Wm. L. Parhan, 
substitute Guards; and George Z. Fletcher, substitute End. ‘The names of those 
who have distinguished themselves in other lines of s»norts may also be noted, 
as follows: Royden E. Beebe, Polo; Charies EB. Hoy, Baseball; Dean C. Strother, 
James C. Blanning, Basketball; Donald N. Yates, Gymnasium; John T. Helms and: 
Artmr J. Kerwin, Jr., Tennis; Richard S. Carter, Hockey; Andrew’ J. Adams, 
Donald C. Little, William R. Woodward and Harry G. Roller, Boxing; Edward J. 
Timberlake, Jr., Swinming; Jacod E. Smart, Fencing; Cornelius A. Lichirie, 
Ernest Moore and Maynard N. Levenick, Track; Charles F. crceuries Pistol; 
Frederick T. Berg and Robert F. Fulton, Rifle. 

It is now ten years since the policy was inaugurated of detailing West 
Point Graduates to the Air Corns for flying training. Duriug this decade a - 
total of 580 West Pointers were accented for detail, viz: 1922, 16; 1923, 51; 


1924, 61; 1925, 42; 1926, 18; 1927, 30; 1928, 77; 1929, 110; 1930, 86; 1931, 89, 


The West Point graduates who will form a respectable percentage of the new 
class scheduled to start flying training at the new Air Corps Training Center 
this Fall are enumerated below, as follows: 














Rank Name fads Rank ‘Name 
Corrs of Mzineers . Cavalry 
10 Marvyn Lyle Thomas .. 8% Cornelius Ardalion Lichirie 
12 Gunnard William Carlson ' 85 Donald Norton Yates 
15 Stevhen Read Hammer 89 James Bertram Corbett 
Field Artillery ' 108 Janes C. Blanning ~ 
24 John Phillips Daley 113 Royden Eugene Beebe, Jr. 
34 Daniel Francis Callahan, Jr. 120 Earle William Hockenberry 
52 Donald Cubbison Little 128 Louis Augustine Guenther 
67 A.J. McVea 131 Milton Wylie Arnold — 
92 Hoyt Daniel Williams 146 Harry Kenpler Mooney 
107 William John Bell 150 Robert Merrill Lee 
125 John Edwin Barr : - - Coast Artillery 
140 William Harris Isbell, Jr. “39 Marcellus Duffy 
171 «= Carl Wilbert Carlmark 45 Robert Alan Stunkard 
172 Robert Leander Cardell 55 Gordon Aylesworth Blake 
183 Jacob Edward Smart ‘ie 56 Josevh Francis Carroll 
186 Irving William Jackson j 64 Philliv Bessom Stiness 
187 Robert Quinney Brown 71 Gaspare Frank Blunda 
194 John W.M. Read ‘: 98. Frederick Theodore Berg 
199 Wendell Washington Bownan 91 Elmo Clark Mitchell '-" 
209 Richard Spencer Carter 101 Charles Robert Bard 
211 Elmer Lee Thompson 102 Paul’ Gordon Miller 
219 Edwin Anderson Walker lll Ernest loore 
254 Terrence R.J.. Hickey fe 114 Chester Joseph Diestel 
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Rank Name Rank Mame 

~ Coast Artillery (Cont'd) Infantry (Cont'd) 

117 William Lamar Parham . 240 <Artimr Rachael Kerwin, Jr. 
134 David Nortimp Motherwell 244 Harold Robert Uhlman 

438 Millard Chester Young 246 Andrew Josexh Adams 

149 William Ayres. Hampton 247 Victor James MacLaughlin 
151 Robert Freeman Fulton . 248 Charles Borman Dougher 

. Infantry 249 William Rogers Woodward 
158° Donald Rosser Patterson 251 Charles Ingram Humber, Jr. 
162 Dean Coldwell Strother 252 David William Hutchison 
168 George Frederick Hartman. 258 Charles Elder Frederick 
174 Richard Hungerford Wise . 264 Harry George Roller 

176 John Robert Skeldon . __ 268 Van Hugo Bond 

181 Meynard- Norwood Levenick : 271 Gerald Evan Williams 

184 George Edward Fletcher . a?72 Clarence David McGowen 
195 Lester Leroy H. Kunishn . _ 279 James Thomas McClellan 
196 Robert Edward Lee Eaton © ie 283 William James Mahoney 

198 Carl Fillmore Damberg . . 285 James Henry Carlisle 

208 Howard Harrison Dudley. Soren £86 Edward Julius Timberlake, Jr. 
210 Hilbert Fred Muenter al 287 John Tazewell Helms 

213 John Autrey Feagin - 289 Theodor Jacob Beck 

215 Richard Klemm Boyd 296 Russell Hunter Griffith 
gee Raymond Taylor Lester Field Artillery (added) 
223 Charles Edward Hoy 175 Charles Francis Densford 
265 Earl Bradford Leeper 17? Leo Wilbur Cather 


268 John Clarence Gordon 
: ---000--— 


CRISSY FIELD PERSONNEL COVER MANY MILES | 


. - The »ersonnel of the 91st Observation Souadron, stationed at Crissy Field, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., who varticinatec in the Air Corns Exercises, 
returned to their Lome station after covering ax roximately. 10,000 miles. The 
personnel of this flight consisted of Major L.W. McIntosh, Captains John C. 
Kemedy, John E. Upston, lst Lieut.. Richard H. Dean, ond Lieuts. Percy 0. 
Brewer, Byron S. Cooper, Trenholm J. Meyer, Jonn K. Poole, Myron.E. Lackey, 
Laddie J. Miller, Harlow B. Grow, Ted A. Smith, Adrian F.: Wilkinson and Byron Q. 
Van Cott, with Sergeants Lessels, Parrett, Craig, Iutes, Murphy, Swmers, 
Ethridge, Blankenship, Bleeck, Evans, Corporals Hambel and Milter, and Private 
lst Cl. Drinkwine, Mechanics. 

The entire trin was made on schedule and without injury to personnel or 
aa peaenale 

-=<000-—= 


RUNWAY MARKER LIGHTS 


Sometime ago the need became apparent for a tyoe of airdrome light which 
would outline runways. and indicate dangerous ground areas but which would not 
form an obstacle to airplanes taxying or landing over them. Three commercial 
types of floodlizhts were tested at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. These .consisted 
of an incandescent lamp »laced at the focal point of a parabolic reflector and 
housed in a water-tight casting fitted with a heavy glass door. These units 
were installed with the lens level with the ground, and tests showed that the 
light distribution, the beam being’ vertically upward, was not satisfactory. One 
had to fly fairly high above the lights before they became apparent. To a pilot 
flying low over the field and ap; proaching from a ae angle, they were scarcely 
apparent, 

The Air Corps designed and tested a aint called. @ runway marker light. This 
consists of an incandescent lamp placed in a glass cylinder which is installed 
ina water-tight, yrotective, metal casting. The. cylinder is five inches in 
diameter, the vhole casting 12 inches in diameter, and it extends four inches 
above the Ground level. The metal cap vhich tons the glass cylinder and the 
fact that the cylinder is four feet above the ground level causes a diffusion 
of the lizht beam sideways across the level of the field and upwards to an 
angle of 40 degrees. ‘A white light is used to denote runways and a red for 
ground. obstacle marking. This type of light has proved to be the most satisfac- 
tory yet tried out for this purpose. 
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NOVEL METHOD OF PURIFYING GASOLINE 


Once more it axrears that the Army Air Coros may take credit for providing 
a solution to a »roblem connected with the overation of aircraft which should 
prove of benefit to aviation and aircraft operators generally. 

Old man "Water-in-the-Gas" and his companion "Dirt" are two insidious stom 
aways who have often not only been the cause of mental anguish on the »art of 
pilot and »assengers, but not infrequently were the indirect cause of disastrous 
forced landings. There are few pilots of longs standing who cannot recall instap. 
ces when they were compelled to gaze helplessly through surrounding mists at in. 
hospitable ridges of the Alleghenies, the reaching branches of southern pines, 
or dark canyons and arid wastes of western States, while their motor coughed a 
wildly syncopated rythm bordering on complete stoppage, all because a thimble- 
full of water, or a small quantity of dirt had found its way into the delicate 
jet system of the carburetor. 

Formerly it was the almost universal custom to filter gasoline fuel through 
chamois strainers held in a fueling funnel. While this means is effective, it 
is tediously slow; so much so, that the patience of normally trustworthy mechanics 
was too often tried to the breaking yoint, for the chamois had a tendency to de- 
velop mysterious holes, the presence of which often meant the difference between 
getting to "chow" on time or being forced to take the "leavings." In addition to 
this tendency to deteriorate, chamois filters are subject :to another undesirable 
condition, the liability to develop a static charge if the funnel is not careful- 
ly grounded. Occasionally this will discharge in the form of a spark at an in- 
opportune time. Resulting fires and ex»losions were costly in cash as well as 
in singed eyebrows. 

The troubles resulting from imsure gasoline and the necessity for guarding 
against it have at last been eliminated,thanks to the inventive genius of Master 
Sergeant David Samiran, Air Corps, whose gasoline-water "Segregator" was recently 
adopted as standard equipment by the Air Corps in connection with aircraft 
refueling. 

. Sergeant Samiran conceived the idea for his device while on duty at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, in 1924. ‘The problem of water in gasoline was at that 
time one of considerable local importance due to the humidity of the climate, the 
location of France Field at sea level and the nature of existing gasoline storage 
facilities. A series of forced landings, culminating in the fatal crash of a 
Bomber because of water in the fuel, directed the attention of local authorities 
toward finding a solution for this problem. Sergeant Samiran, accordingly, re- 
ceived official encouragement and was granted the use of local machine shop 
facilities for working out his ideas. 

After several months of intensive effort, often working long after dark, 
he succeeded in producing a practical example of his device, which was promptly 
installed in one of the local gasoline servicing trucks. This installation was 
carefully tested for a period of months. An official report by the officer in 
charge contains the following paragraph: 

"During this four months! period, several thousand gallons of 
gasoline were pumped through the Isolator (Segregator) some of which con- 
tained rather a high percentage of water, and it was found to function 
satisfactorily at all times, as it absolutely removed all water and allowed 
only pure gasoline to reach our planes, wnile other squadrons using the same 
kind of gasoline but not using the Fluid Isolator (Segregator) were having 
frequent engine trouble." 

Upon the termination of his period of duty in Panama, Sergeant Samiran was 
transferred to Langley Field, Va., where he contimed his experiments through 
another year, during which time he aoolied for and obtained a government Patent 
on his device. 

At length, satisfied that his Segregator was ax»roaching perfection, he ob- 
tained War Department orders to proceed to the Materiel Division of the Air Corps 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, in order to demonstrate the various examples of 
the Segregator to the engineers of the Experimental Ingineering Section. These 
demonstrations proved so convincing that Sergeant Semiran was retained at Wright 
Field for the purpose of supervising the design and manufacture of a series of 


Segregators of varying types for installation on gasoline service trucks, gasolint 


storage and distribution systems, hand refueling pumps, and in the fuel systems 
of aircraft. An example of the latter type was fabricated to the special order ° 
~289= V~6157, A.C. 
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the Navy Devartment. 
Subsequent to this develowment, a mumber of Segregators were distributed 
for extendea service tests to Air Corns stations where gasoline is consumed in 


_ large quantities. The resorts rendered at the conclusion of the prescribed 
_ period indicate unqualified ajoroval, an extract from one of them readiny: as 


follows: . 
"J. Fluid Segregator and valve assembly referred to in basic communi- 


-cation were installed on the heavy Guty refueling unit at this station, and have 
-now been in service three months. This equipment has »roven entirely satisfac- 


tory. 
"2. It is recommended that this type equipment be adopted as standard 
for all refueling units." 
A similar report was rendered by one of the fields in California. Since 


this renvort refers to sediment, it is of interest to note the following 


paragra‘jhs;: 

"1. Since the installation of the Fluid Segregator and valve assembly 
on the heavy duty refueling unit at this station practically no sediment 
has been found in the strainers or tank drain-cocks. There has been no 
trouble due to water in the fuel systems of aircraft serviced by the heavy 
duty refueling unit. The Fluid Segrezgator is believed to be more efficient 
than the gasoline filter. 

"2, Reconmend that this fluid segregator be adonted as standard emip- 
ment for all Air. Corvs refueling units." 

The Materiel Division of the Air Corns recently »rocured a large number of 
Segregators which are being distributed to the various Air Corvs vosts and devots 
for installation as »art of their nermanent gasoline storage systems. ; 

The develojment by the Air Corszs of Master Sergeant Samiran's invention is 
an excellent example of the benevolent attitude assumed by the Government toward 
individuals in the services in order to eucourage inventive effort which might 
contribute to the public welfare. While, under existing law, the Government 
assumes unrestricted right to the use of inventions produced by personnel in 
the Government service, it stands ready to provide »atent protection for the in- 
ventor on novel devices: having military value. It further stands ready to »ro- 
tect its interests with those of the inventor in the event that the validity of 
the patents should be challenged. 

If the invention requires develoment to bring it to a state of usefulness, 
the work is conducted at Government exvense in Government laboratories under the 
supervision of sicilled Government engineers. In view of the fact that, in the 
majority of cases, the inventor is financially incanable of developing his in- 
vention alone, this Governmental assistance is-of the sreatest advantage to him. 
He retains at all times full civil rights to his patents and, providing it is 
not of a secret military nature, is nermitted to disvose of these rights at ‘his 
discretion, 

Successful inventors are rare birds. It is therefore interesting to delve 
somewhat into the personal history of the man resyonsible for the invention de- 
scribed in this article. Master Sergeant Samiran isa native of the Island of 
Cyprus. .His inventive talent asserted itself at an early age and, finding little 
Opportunity to exercise it within the narrow limits of his homeland, he decided 
to come to the United States. The year 1911 found him in New York, with no 
knowledge of the English language, practically no money, and but one or. two 
friends acquired during the voyage. He was fortunate in obtaining work, with 
the aid of one of these friends, as an oiler in the engine room of the old 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. During the six years he remained there, he succeeded in 
making himself so useful that he eventually became assistant to the Chief 
Eigineer and had suvervision of the extensive elevator system. At this time he 
devised new methods for the resair and replacement of elevator cables which re-~ 
sulted in a considerable saving in time and money to his employers. 

Upon the entrance of the United States into the World War, Sergeant Samiran 
volunteered for service in the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps. After a 
brief neriod of service at Kelly Field, Texas, he was transferred to duty over- 
Stas. For a time he served with the 1099th Aero Repair Squadron attached to the 
British Independent Air Force in France. Later he was transferred to the Amer- 
ican Air. Service and stationed at Colombey-les-Belles in the Zone of Advance, 
Where he’ remained until the Armistice. 

» At about this time there was organized the American-Polish Typhus Relief 
Expedition, under the command of Colonel Gilchrist, Medical Corps, to assist the 
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Poles, with much needed medical sugylies and eminment, in their desverate fipy 
against the Bolsheviki. Feeling an urge for further adventure, Samiran resnong 
ed to a call for volunteers. He found himself. second senior noncommissioned o;. 
ficer of the exnedition, which consisted of some 500 officers and men. One of 
the »rincipal items of equipment taken by the ex»edition was 800 Ford ambulances 
and touring cars, which were used in transnorting the other sup lies. ‘The exe 
dition reached Warsaw, Poland, at that time the objective of a Bolshevik advance, 
and established its headquarters at Fort Zegerze on the outskirts of the city, 

As the relief equipment was being turned over to the hard »ressed Poles, 
it was discovered that no descrivtive matter was available in any language whig, 
could be used in instructing them in the operation and maintenance of the Fords, 
Sergeant Samiran, who is an expert draughtsman, accordingly undertook to make a 
series of full scale sectional drawings, including one of a complete Ford 
chassis. The work was performed on a wooden mess table largely by candle light 
and under severe winter conditions. The necessary data was obtained by measure. 
ment of the individual yarts from a chassis which was stripped for the »surnose, 
Only the crudest drawing instruments were available. 

A few months followins his arrival at Wright Field, Sergeant Samiran, who 
had preserved this valuable drawing, duly attested by the signature of Colonel 
Gilchrist and other officers of the Relief Exnedition, took it to Detroit and 
presented it to Mr. Henry Ford in the course of a personal interview in the 
latter's offices at Dearborn. Mr. Ford exoressed the keenest satisfaction at 
receiving the drawing, which he stated would be placed in his museum among 
other souvenirs of the famous Model "7." He examined the drawing carefully, 
getting down on his hands and knees to do so. Before Sergeant Samiran left, 
Mr. Ford presented him his personal card and autogra.h - a procedure which is 
said to be very rare. 

Asked recently to describe the operation of his device, the Sergeant ex- 
plained that the operating principle takes advantage of the natural tendency of 
water and gasoline to senarate, due to difference in snecific gravity. This 
separation is facilitated by the svecial design of the interior of the fluid 
chamber which directs the liquid flow so that the water is delivered to the 
bottom with a mininum of turbulence, while the gasoline is drawn off through an 
outlet at the top after passing through an efficient sediment screen. The acc- 
mulated water is discharged automatically by the operation of a simple float 
valve mechanism operating on the »>rinciple of "differential buoyancy." Only one 
moving part is employed. The resulting simplicity permits interchangeability of 
many parts of the various models. The size of the segregator required for any 
specific purpose is determined from the volume and rate of liquid flow called 
for. 

"The design of the various tyves of Segregator we have so far »roduced," 
Sergeant Samiran stated, "were not solely the result of theory or laboratory 
tests, but are the result of weeks and months of actual cut-and-try ex»verimenis 
to produce a simple mechanism which would be reliable in overation and cheap to 
manufacture. So far we have produced models for installation on gasoline delir- 
ery tank-trucks, in refueling nit systems for airports, filling station installa 
tions, storage systems and fuel systems of aircraft and motor boats. We have 
also road-tested with highly satisfactory results a model suitable for installe 
tion on automobiles. There is no practical limitation to the size the Segregato 
can be built. I have one which can be readily placed in the pocket. Models 
having an hourly cavacity of thousands of gellons, for use at wilk loading poisis 
are contemplated. There seems every reason to believe that the Segregator will 
be equally useful for the separation of water and sediment from fuel and lubri- 
cating oils of the lighter grades. I believe it to have »ossibilities as a milk 
and cream separator. Other. uses have. been suggested which avpear practicable 
but which require investigation." ( 

---000--= 


A tactical exercise was recently conducted by Lieut.-Col. G. C. Brant, Con 
manding Officer of the 18th Composite Wing, Hawaii, which included a total of 
56 ships - 8 Bombers, 16 O-19's and one Sikorsky from Iuke Field, and 21 Pursuit 
9 Attack and one Sikorsky from Wheeler Field. ‘The exercise was a simulated at 
tack by the entire Wing on the Island of Maui. Some valuable experience in ch 
ordination was gained and the exercise was successful, although delayed several 
hours by bad weather and high winds. The return flight of the Wing was made 
in less than 40 mimtes, riding the crest of a 60~mile gale. 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS CONDUCT GLIDER EXPERIMENTS 


Three Air Corps officers from Wheeler Field, T.H., William A. Cocke, Jdr., 
William J. Scott and John C. Crain, made their first test flight in their sail» 
plane or glider. The glider, weighed down by a landing gear which will be re- 
moved: later, did not remain in the air long, But the builders took several short 
flights after being towed across Wheeler Field behind an automobile, in order 
to determine if there are corrections to be made before using the plane in a 
mountain air current, ; 

The plane was handled without difficulty by the officers, who worked on its 
construction for nearly a year, Towed at the end of 1000 feet of wire cable, 
Lieut. Crane was able to get the glider up to about 300 feet on the last test 
flight of the afternoon, He made a circle, followed by a letter "S", before 
landing. Several shorter flights were made by the three officers from a tow- 
line 700 feet long. No effort was madi to stay up long, the purpose of the 
initial tests being to determine whether there are errors in construction to 
be remedied, Apparently the flyers found none, 

A feature of the tests was the use of a telephone line between the tow 
car and the glider, The line was designed by Edward Sorensen of the 19th 
Pursuit Squadron, The telephone wire was run along the tow cable and the driver 
of the tow car and pilot of the glider wore head phones. This enabled them to 
converse freely during the tow, The connection was broken when the pilot re- 
leased the tow cable, however, 

The glider is a sailplane in type... It was designed by Licut. Cocke, who 
states that he followed roughly the lines of the Bowlus glider. This is the 
type of plane recently used by Jack Barstow of Point Loma, Calif., when he set 
an American unofficial record of 15 hours and 13 minutes, The glider weighs 
300 pounds and has a wing spread of 60 fect 7 inches, 

This is the third glider built and flown at Wheeler Field. Fred and Will- 
iam Bushnell, brothers, built and flew one with small success a year or more 
ago while, in 1924, one was constructed and flown by Lieut, Sheridan, 

Fuselage and wing are of wood construction, mostly spruce. Metal fittings 
are also used. lLicut, Cocke designed a wing of extra strength because of the 


"bumpy" wind encountered here, he-said. The ship has an altimeter and airspeed 


indicator in. addition to the usual controls, The cockpit is inclosed, 

Light showers at Wheeler Field made flying dirficult, because the earth 
Was cool and there were no rising air currents, the flyers reported, Rough 
terrain or a hot, sandy soil is considered better for gliding, they said, be- 
cause they create rising currents. 

While the flyers have no plans beyond enjoying the new sport in their spare 
time, the belief is that, if their ship is a success, they will enter the pro- 
posed international gliding contests in Septomber, 

---000-~= 


FORT SILL FLYERS SHINE IN GUNNERY AND BOMBING PRACTICE 


The month of July found the 88th Observation Squadron, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
in the throes of their Annual Gunnery and Bombing Record practice, delayed by 
Air Corps and Field Artillery School Maneuvers. Denied the Fort Crockett range, 
they found themselves facing the necessity of arising cheerfv.iy each morning at 
4:15 to fire at daybreak, atmospheric conditions at Fort Sil]. veing such as to 
render firing after 7:45 a.m. practically impossible. According to the News 
letter correspondent, residents of Fort Sill and vicinity are seriously consider 
ing signing a petition to abolish :the Air Corps. 

In spite of a limited range and time, the Squadron acquitted itself remark~ 
ably well. Of 16 pilots who completed the course, 10 became Expert and 6 Sharp 
shooters. Of the 10 Experts, the following pilots cracked the 900 mark: Lieuts. 
Mitchell, Dugan, Fleming, Rose and Ritchie, Lieut. Mitchell leading with a 967. 
With only 6 pilots left to fire, the Squadron expects to complete a very satis- 
factory season, 

— OD Oman 


4A 9ship formation flew to Chickasha, Okla., on July 9th on the occasion 
of the arrival of Post and Gatty, round-the-world flyers. This formation, led 
by Captain Frank H. Pritchard, Commanding Officer of the 88th Observation Squad~ 
Ton, took off from Fort Sill, Oxla., and returned thereto without making a 
lending at Chickasha, 
~292— ; V-6167, A.C. 





CONSTRUCTION WORK AT SELFRIDGE FIELD WELL UNDER WAY 





It is a great satisfaction to the members of Selfridge Field, Mich., to 
see the new construction well under way. Foundations have been laid for the 
four rew hangars, and some of the steel work has already been put in lace, 
The headquarters building has been completed to the first floor and the work ig 
progressing very rapidly. The old buildings on the »ost which were in the way 
of the new construction are rapidly being torn down and should be entirely 
cleared within the next few weeks. New construction necessitated the moving of 
the Post Exchange, and it is now in the building formerly occupied as an offi- 
cers' club. This location is much more convenient for the Post Exchange, as ij 
is mach closer to the barracks and mech more accessible to all concerned. 

It is expected that work will shortly commence on the new water system 
which will give Selfridge Field an excellent supply of water from the City of 
Mt. Clemens. This work should be completed in an roximatoly one month. 

Construction on the new officers! quarters and noncommissioned officers! 
quarters is progressing very satisfactorily and should, without doubt, be con- 
pleted before cold weather sets in. The work on the sea wall is moving as 
rapidly as can be ex»ected, and the fill is being slowly mt surely conrleted, 
As soon as it is properly settled, it is anticipated that it will be leveled 
out. when some work can be started on beautification. 

Proposals for the road work throughout the entire »ost will be opened 
shortly, and by the time the snow flies there should be an excellent system of 
roads throughout the entire post which will be of great benefit during the 
winter months. Beautification throughout the officers' area is progressing very 
well and it is hoped to have a good stand of grass and lots of trees growing by 
the Spring of '32. ; 





---000-== 
THE PILOT'S NAVIGATION HANDBOOK 


The Weems System of “Navigation, 122 West Third Street, Los Angeles, Calif., 
throuzh the Pilot's Handbook Publishing Co., 323 Henne Building, Los Angeles, 
have just published the Pilot's Navigation Handbook, designed to teach the cross 
counizy pilot navigation in its various phases, and to deter the tyro in aerial 
navigation from attemmting flights beyond his skill and ex ,erience. 

Jn interesting review of the above mentioned Handtock was submitted by Major 
Follett Bradley, Air Corps, stationed at Langley Field, Va. It is regretted that 
laci of space prevents the publication of the review in its entirety. Excerpts 
from same are quoted below, as follows: 

"Around the world in less than nine days! How millions of ren, woi.cn and 
youths all over the world have thrilled at the nerve and precision with vhich 
Wiley Post and Harold Gatty scorned the derons of the unknown to shatter another 
record! -Psychologists tell us that the fear of the unknowm brings terror to ra 
moe quickly than any other fear. Certain it is that the pilot who does not 
know where he is, and cannot quickly determine his position by recognizing lant- 
marks or 'shooting a railroad station' to read its name, is rost uncorfortable. 
If in addition, a threatening storm or darkness be apyroaching, or if his fuel 
be running low, he will require an iron control of his erotions to prevent stark 
terror = panic from engulfing hin. 

The answer is obvious. The pilot of an aircraft rust not be lost. He must 
always know just where he is. If it is only by such knowledge that he can safely 
complete his journey as planned, or,if faced with a situation which prevents com 
pletion, can make an intelligent decision of what is best to do. Sometimes he 
should turn back, or alter course to an airport whose location he knows. Some- 
‘times he should land where he is. Sometimes he should push on - at least part 
way. Always he mst know where he is in order to decide quickly and correctly 
which course of action he will adopt. © 

'No longer is the great problem facing aviation that of getting an aircraft 
into the air and keeping it there. * * * The remaining problems for successful 
scheduled flights are principally those of safe and accurate navigation, includ 
ing navigation in conditions of low visibility.'! 

Although we find in this handbook such terms as declination, right ascensid 
dead reckoning, azinmth, etc., (if the author did not use them he would have to 
invent new and probably even more confusing terms), we are assured that it ‘dis 
penses entirely with higher mathematics, trigonometry and logarithms. It pre- 
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geuts the ecutive scierce of navivsation in a non-technical, easily comprehensible 
manner, and will prove of inestimable value to student and »ilot alike.' ‘The 
reviewer agrees with these stateients and believes the author has not overstated 
the facts when he says that ‘any »erson of normal intelligence who has completed 
a grammar school course is fitted to accommlish all the onerations required for 
practical air navigation.' The handbook has weil accomplished its mission of 
assisting the aerial navigator to master the. art of practical 'flying from where 
you are to where you want to go.' 

The Pilot's Navigation Handbook is divided into seven varts. It has in ad- 
dition a complete set of maps of the United States on the Mercator Projection. 

- * * * 

The reviewer is tremendously impressed with this book and believes it an in- 
valuable contritution to aviation. Imperfections in the first edition of a work 
of this nature are bound to occur, and the remarkable thing about this text is 
that it is so good in its first edition. It deserves a place in every flying 
office and in the private library of every pilot desirous of perfecting himself 
in cross-country flying." 

Lieut .~Commander Philiy Van Horn Weems, United States Navy, princival 
author and editor of the Pilot's Navigation Handbook, and originator of the 
Weems System.of Navigation, taught aeriai navigation to Colonel Charles A. 
Lindbergh, Harold Gatty and others. Harold Gatty, already an exoerienced marine 
navigator, first learned the Weems System from Commander Weems and later collab- 
orated with'him in the development of that system. 


KNOCKS AND BOOSTS 


The Army Air Corns continually receives commmications from various inter- 
ested individuals, some of them couched in flattering language and others, to 
use the stereotyped. expression of the business man these days, "not so good." 
Just recently, Flight "B" of the 16th Observation Squadron, was attached. to the 
Infantry School, Fort Benninz, Ca., for station. The flight is under the com- 
mand of 1st Lieut. Lloyd Barnett, Air Corns, who,.in his first news contri bution 
to the News Letter, states that his little outfit has made quite a reputation 
for itself, as evidenced by the large amount of correspondence which yours into 
his basket daily from "would be heroes" who want to get a chance to fly one of 
"them thar airy-planes." "A fair sammle," Lieut. Barnett says, "aypears below 
(this letter loses most of its forcefulness when taken out of its original pen- 
ciled form) ;". 

"Thomasville, Ga. 
July 4 /31. 
Dear Sir:- 

I Received a Little Infromation Last Nicht From 2 Boys on a Motor-Cycle 
About Your Flying I AM 18 yrs Old Weigh 1.20 LBS I AM Crezy about Flying And 
if Thure Be any Possible Chance of Me Getting in Flying in The Army I Sure 
Would Apreciate all You Could Do For Me. Pleaso Write and Tell Me All The 
Information You Can ABout The Army Air Corns. 

Resa Yours 
(Mr) ------ - ----- 





This letter Was Wrote Between Imnches 
Thes 2 Boys on The Motorcycle Was Army Boys Going to Jacksonville Fla." 

Submitting a newspaxer clipoing describing the unfortunate airplane accident 
at Brooks Field, Texas, on July 16th, when a collision in the air resulted in the 
death of Major Charles V. Hart, Medical Coros, Flight Surgeon; Captain Carlos J. 
Chamberlain, New York Netional Guard; 2nd Lieut. K. Austin Rogers, Air Corps, 
Flying Instructor, and Flying Cadet Endicott Longacre, Air Corps, a gentleman 
pen Lynchburg, Va., addressed the following communication to the Secretary of 
ars 

"Hurrah for War Department. You spend of the »eonles money many thousands 
of dollars in education of Army officers & then spend many thousands more for 
airplanes, then thru idiotic stunidity send them un in the air - bump them head 
on & destroy both precious and valuable lives & likewise the planes. 


Apparently we are governed by the +-~+---5-bunch of nuts on earth. 
"t 
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SERGEANT NICHOLS GOS TC THE GRAAT PEYOND 


"It is appointed unto man once to die." And through life he goes, »laying 
the part that fate deals. Perhans he is successful in attaining the goal that 
he feels himself best fitted for, maybe not, but in the end, regardless of m- 
terial success, he is allotted his six feet of sod, there to wait the day of 
Final Reckoning, 

We feel that former Master Sergeant Nichols, to whom this article is dedi- 
cated, was a man who »layed the game of life well and succeeded to the extent 
that he was considered master of his chosen work, that of parachute technician, 
His work in this phase cf aviation had gained for him nation wide fame, along 
with a host of friends among both the officers and enlisted men who had taken 
their course in »narachutes under his supervision, 

Sergeant Erwin H. Nichols was born in the town of Lorain, Ohio, December 
51, 1878, where he comsleted high school and went to work as an ay>rentice in 
a machine shop where he learned to be an ex ert machinist. Early in the his- 
tory of the automobile he became interested in that »hase of mechanics, and at 
the beginning of the war we find him operating a successful automobile business 
of his om. But at the call of his country,during the early months of the war 
he enlisted Jamary 5, 1918, at Brooks Field, Texas, where he served until the. 
cessation of hostilities, and was discharged as Master Electricien. These few 
months of army life had revealed to him the vast possibilities offered by the 
Army to men who would devote their time to them, and it was then that he deter- 
mined that the rest of his life would be spent as that of a soldier. 

Just after the war, experiments were. being made with the free releasing 
parachute, one that could be used to escane from a falling plane, and there 
were many of them in those days. Sgt. Nichols, then on his second enlistment, 
realized the tremendous need of such a safety device, and began conducting ex- 
periments of his own, and records show that he was the fifth man to make a jum 
froma plane. Continuing his ex xeriments and demonstrations, he was able to 
improve on the parachute, so mich so that it became an army regulation that all 
personnel engaged in aerial work would each wear a ‘chute. How well he did his 
work, and the new improvements he devised are now sart of his service record, 
Nor is that the only place we find them, for the vast number of men who learned 
of the parachute under his instruction are carrying on where their Master lett 
them. Always conscientious, exacting, a hard worker and a true Soldier, he had 
the confidence and resect of all who knew him, and the assurance that Sergeant 
Nichols had supervised the packing of their 'chute relieved the mind of the most 
skeptical, 

To the bereaved wife and relatives, we offer the symmathy of the entire Air 
Corps whose ranks received the news of his passing with heavy hearts and nota 
few with tear-dimmed eyes. His work is finished. He is sleeping the sleep we 
too will soon enter, With the sounding of Taps at his grave in the town of his 
birth, the final chapter of the life of a Man and a Soldier will be closed; li 
the memory of him and his achievements will long linger with those who lmew ani 
loved hin, 








-~- PROP WASH, Chanute Field, Il. 


death of Master Sergeant Nichols at Chamte Field, Ill., just as he was preparix 
his last graduating parachute class of five members to make their jumps. 

Sergeant Nichols held patents on several different tyoes of varaclutes. 
had completed 13 years of service in the Army, most of it spent in parachute 
training. He was the first paracimte instructor in the Air Corps, and was know 
as the "daddy" of 'clute instructors, since all instructors in parachutes in tf 
United States Army were either his pupils or pupils of some of his pupils. He 
was in charge of paraclmte training at the Air Corps Training Center for a mune! 
of years and served a tour of duty in the Philinpines, where he carried on his 
perachute training work in his customary vigorous manner. 

On the evening of July 15th, the entire Mechanics Section of the Air Cor 
Technical School escorted the body of Sergeant Nichols to the train which ves Wf 
carry it to its final resting mlace at Lorain, Ohio. Deep was the sorrow of oy 
end every man in the procession. As the train was leaving the station, taps WF 
sounded, while high overhead four planes, flying in "V" formation, with the plat 
of the fifth ship vacant, droned a farewell to the man vho labored unceasingly Ff 
to promote greater safety in flying. 
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TRE ‘FAIRFIELD AIR ah 


Several years ago the people of Dayton made a notable gift of 45493 acres 
of land, approximately seven square miles, to the Government for the purpose 
of establishing at the home city of the Wright Brothers an army air base that 


would stand as a permenent. memorial to them and their flying achievement, A 


tract known to all as Wilbur Wright Field, which had served as a flight training 
field during the war, was included in the gift, The whole reservation, it was 
decided at the time, would.be known as Wright Field in honor of both Wilbur and 
Orville Wright and it was so dedicated in 1927, Personnel and equipment of the 
Materiel Division, McCook Field, moved into new buildings prepared to receive 
them, The Materiel Division and its new flying field occupied 747 acres at the 
extreme western point of Wright Field. What of the rest of the tract? What.of 
the old Wilbur Wright flying field which had lain at the eastern point? What of 
the portion called "Fairfield" where one knew that people continued to work and 
flying still took place? What relation did these bear to the Materiel Division 
which occupied the new buildings and just what did the Materiel Division include 
and signify? There were but vague answers for these questions in the minds of 
most people and they still remain vague even to many of those who travel daily 
to and from the big Government reservation in pursuit of their occupations, An 
interesting story lies in the answers, especially when it is realized that at 
present the reservation is the home of two large and distinctive organizations, 
the lesser known of the two, Fairfield Air Depot, though technically operating 
under the direction of the Materiel Division, being of sufficient size, import- 
ance and independence to claim enormous prestige of its own were it situated 

500 miles away - that is, were it not placcd so directly in the overshadowing 
importance of its parent, the Materiel Division, 

As to size, it suffers nothing by comparison. We have stated that of the 
4,549% acres donated to the Government, 747 acres at the western end were allot- 
ted to the Materiel Division for her laboratories, test rigs, administration 
and other buildings, and a flying field. Fairfield Air Depot was allotted 910 
acres lying at the extreme eastern end of the reservation, This included the 
old Wilbur Wright Flying Field, Also the 2,893 unassigned acres which place 
the two organizations 34 miles apart have since come under the jurisdiction of 
the Commanding Officer of the Fairfield Air Depot causing the bulk of its ter- 
ritory to loom large, indeed, as contrasted not only with that of the Materiel 
Division organization but with that of most dir Corps organizations throughout 
the country. 

Besides having control of several thousand acres of ground, the Fairfield 
Air Depot has on this ground 121 buildings; 102 are temporary ‘structures and 
19 permanent, The permanent buildings include one warehouse with 233,992 sq.ft. 
of floor space, and other warehouses, hangars, transformer building, engineer- 
ing factory, gasoline stations, gasoline control house, officers! quarters, etc. 
Gradually the temporary buildings are being replaced by permanent ones, the 
most up-to-date of their kind for effisient depot operations, In those build- 
ings approximately 525 persons are employed, including twelve officers and twen- 
ty-three enlisted men, Major A.L. Sneed serves as Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. 
L.E, Goodier is in charge of ordnance and chemical warfare and Major Malcolm 
Grow is Medical Officer, Captain Edward Laughlin is in charge of enginesring, 
under which is included airplane and engine repair, machine shop work, final 
assembly, parachute issue and repair, and reclamation projects. Lieut. GV. 
McPike looks after the warehouses, inspection of materials and local issue of 
Supplies, 

To make perfectly clear the standing and growth of this busily operating 
and little known depot takes a.slight unfolding of history, Back in January, 
1918, a small aircraft service section was established at Wilbur Wright Field, 
then busily engaged in teaching cadets to fly so that they might enter the War, 
Its name was "Wilbur Wright Air Service Depot", Although Wilbur Wright Field 
as a flight training base ceased to exist shortly after the close of the War,- 
the work of disposing of excess war materials being taken over by this station- 
Wilbur Wright Air Service Depot lived on, its work of repairing and overhauling 
aircraft and equipment and supplying spare parts growing in magnitude and 
importance, 

By January, 1920, this work had so increased that the Section needed its 
own post office address and the name was changed to "Air Service Supply and 
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Repair Depot", the name of the small town adjoining, "Fairfield, Ohio", being 
added, This title was but two days old, however, when an order was received 
revising it to "Aviation General Supply Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, (Wilbur Wright 
Field)", this seeming to indicate that in the minds of the authorities the lusty 
infant was not yet strong enovgn to be cut off completely from the parent stem, 

In January, 1921, there vas a further promotion. In order that the nation 
various Air Corps flying fields and stations might keep not only properly sup- 
plied with necessary aircraft and equipment, but that both aircraft and equip. 
ment might be maintained in the best state of repair, the War Department under. 
took. the zoning of the United States, establishing six main supply depots, The 
"Foirfield Air Intermediate Depot" became one of these, The other five were 
Middletown Air Depot at Micdletorm, Pa.; Roclavell Air Depot at Coronado, Cali- 
fornia; San Antonio Air Depot at San Antonio, Texas; Scott Field Air Depot at 
* Belleville, Ill. and Little Rock Air Depot at Little Rock, Arkansas. Since 
then the Little Rock Air Depot has been discontinued, the Fairfield Air Depot 
acting as supply source to this zone, and Scott Field, which distributes only 
balloon and airship supplies, has been made an auxiliary depot to Fairfield, 
Hence by process of climination we. now have the fifty odd Air Corps ficlds and 
activities in the United States drawing for their aircraft and aircraft supplies 
on four great sources; Middletow Air Depot, San Antonio Air Depot, Rockwell Air 
Depot, and Fairfield Air Depot;. and the vastest of these is Fairfield. 

Middletown feeds New England, New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia; San An- 
tonio feeds Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona; Rockwell feeds Cali- 
fornia, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming; and Fair- 
field feeds Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Louisiama,Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dekota, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan - a total of twenty-three out of our forty-eight 
states. ; , 

In this Fairfield area there are 25 stations to be served and more than 
400 airplanes to be maintained, Of these stations, nine are regular Army sta- 
tions, nine are National Guard and seven Air Corps Reserve Officers! fields, 
Engines for these planes mst be systematically overhauled. Instruments must 
be repaired or replaced when damaged. Spare parts of all sorts, from tires and 
piston rings to ten-penny nails, must be supplied. These are but a few of the 
many functions which the Fairfield Air Depot performs for 25 activities scat- 
tered through 23 States. It is easy to believe with these figures in mind that, 
in the year 1930, 6021 tons of material passed in and out of this depot in 
shipments, 

Let us return, however, to our history, It was not surprising,perhaps, 
that from 1921 on one heard less and less of Wilbur Wright Field, of which 
Fairfield Air Depot had once been a small section, nor that its identity should 
finally be lost in the merger with the larger Wright Field. It had served its 
purpose, The absorption of Fairfield by the great new ficld, however, was not 
such a simple proposition, even thongh, since Fairfield as well as the other 
three great supply depots form part of the Materiel Division organization, such 
an absorption was at first contemplated, and perhaps it is as well just here to 
get clear the relationship between the two organizations. The Matericl Divisio 
is that branch of the Army Air Corps which is concerned with evorything "mater- 
_ial", used by the Air Corps, as contrasted with the training, care and handling 
of personnel, or the working out of tactical operations of craft on the ground 
or in the air, the word,"Materiel" being borrowed from the French as being more 
broadly inclusive than ovr English equivalent. The Matcricl Division is charged 
with the development, testing, perfecting, procuremont in quantity for service 
use of all materials or articles for the Air Orps, whcthor they be hangars, 
gasoline, airplanes, parachute silk, or simple bolts. This work of experimenter 
tion, testing, and procurement is carried on at the Materiel Division Laborator- 
ies, The work of following the finished article or material out into the ser- 
vice, of keeping it in first-class condition, repairing it when necessary, mait- 
taining it so that it may give the utmost in the way of safety, durability and 
efficiency until ready for the scrap heap, of keeping each station properly su? 
plied with its operating needs, this work is also the function of the Materiel 
Division, but she gives it in charge to the four great supply depots established 
for the purpose, the nearest being Fairfield, 34 miles distant, the farthest 
being Rockwell Air Depot, 2400 miles distant, each working indepondently under 
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the direction of its ‘own Commanding Officer. Logically there seems no reason 
why Fairfield Air Depot should be absorbed by Wright Field any more than that 
Rockwell Air Depot should be so absorbed. Quite aside from logic, however, 
there were practical reasons for making such absorption impossible. To have 
attempted to route through a common. receiving station known as "Wright Field", 
the vast amount of supplies and correspondence intended for and emanating from 
the Fairfield Air Depot would have resulted in confusion, loss of time and the 
utter defeat of efficiency. Gradvally therefore, since 1927, instead of merg- 
ing, the separate identities of the two organizations heave shown a tendency to 
become more marked, until at present Wright Field is generally understood to 
refer to the 747 acres where the Materiel Division and its splendid flying field 
are located, while "Fairfield" refers to the 910. acres assigned to the Fairfield 
Air Depot as well as to the 2893 unassigned acres which lie adjacent to and for 
the most’ part on the same side of Springfield Pike as Fairfield, and which are 
for that reason placed under.Fairfield jurisdiction.. These unassigned acres, 
mostly marsh land, are cut by the 2-mile speed course used by the Wright Field 
test pilots in running speed tests on new airplanes - among the most picture- 
sque of all flying tests. The whole great tract in fact offers splendid facil- 
ities for test flying. 

During the calendar year of 1930, 168 airplanes, including bombardment, 
attack, Observation, pursuit, transport and experimental types, and 511 aircraft 
engines were overhauled at Fairfield. The following statistics are for February 
1931, and present a typical though only partial picture of one month's activi- 
ties at the Depot. 21 airplanes received major overhaul, and 7, minor overhaul, 
involving a total of 20,7364 man hours of labor, 

59 engines received major overhaul and 36, minor overhaul, involving a 
total of 6,9294 man hours of labor. fa — 

5029 spark plugs were dismantled and cleaned, 3,267 of them being found 
serviceable, | . yd 

1,603 gallons of oil were reclaimed, 

593,060 pounds of shipments were received. 

$12,371 pounds of shipments were sent out. 

Property valued at $28,640 was. placed on survey. 

Five temporary buildings were dismantled during the month, 

The number of flying hours put in by the Deput officers in testing planes 
after overhaul, repair, or change of equipment and in ferrying them to the var- 


‘ious fields and stations for delivery, is.indicated by the fact that Major Sneed 


is.askijg for approximately 3000 flying hours for the year beginning July Ist 
in‘order that the Fairfield Air Depot requirements may be met. 

To have made a place for two such organizations as the Materiel Division, 
the only one of its kind in the United States, and Fairfield Air Depot, one of 
the four great sources of Air Corps Supply, may well be a source of pride to 
any community and Dayton is entitled to such gratification. 

---000+-— 


PRAISE FOR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION 


In a recent commnication to the Chief of the Militia Bureau, Mr. W.A. 


‘Taylor, Chief of the Bureau of. Plant Industry, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, states: 


"Mr. §.N. “ycoff, field supervisor of the Western Office of our Division of 
Blister Rust Uontrol, has brought to my attention the aerial photographs furnish- 
ed him by the 116th Photo Section, 4lst Division, Washington National Guard, sta- 
tioned at Felts Field, Parkwater, Washington. 

On February 14th, a flight was made under adverse conditions. Guided only 
by a small hand map, the flight officer flew to an area of white pine blister 
rust infection in Idaho and soqured pictures which have been of great value to 
this Bureau. Other veluable pictures have also: been furnished our Western Office 
of Blister Rust Control which could be secured only from the air. 

Aerial photographs and mosaic maps have furnished us. information which could 
otherwise have been secured only by a very expensive ground surveys. These maps 
and photographs are a valuable aid in. furthering the progress of blister rust 


. Control work in the region. 


‘I extend. my most sincere thanks for the fine spirit of cooperation show by 


Major C.¥. Haynes, Commandant, and the entire personnel of the 116th Photo Sec- 


ion in aiding the Western Office of Blister Rust Control in their work." 
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THE TRIGGER ROLL IN PISTOL SHOOTING 
By Lieut. J.L, Hitchings, A.C. <: 
(The 10th article of this series.) 


It was formerly believed that good form in pistol shooting consisted 
chiefly in the avoidance of flinching, and that the one fundamental rule of 
good pistol shaoting was to squeeze the trigger so that you did not know whe, 
the gun was going off, In target work however, we avoid flinching by CONMENCing 
our shooting with a .22 caliber weapon; and, by the time we are ready to Pr ogres 
to the big bores, we not only, in making our most accurate shots, lmow exactly 
when the gun is going off, but anticipate the explosion with pleasure instead of 
fear, And by that time our mind has become so occupied with the successfy] 
application of the rules of technique that switching to the larger calibres 
does not bother us, I make these statements with fear and trembling, lest ] 
Shall be misunderstood, and I hasten to add two provisos: First, in starting 
men out with the .45 automatic, no previous instruction with a .22 have been 
given, flinching is the outstanding difficulty, and can be best avoided by 
teaching them to squeeze the trigger so. they do not Imow when the gun is going 
off; Second, perfect control of the timing of the let-off is the highest 
achievement in pistol shooting, and is not always obtainable by even the best 
shots. When an attempt is made to obtain it at a sacrifice of the correct, 

_ Slow, even trigger squeeze, the result is invariably a wild shot. 

To my mind, the most. important factor in pistol shooting is getting a 
correct and uniform grip. If all parts of the hand are correctly placed on 
the pistol, if the tensions on them are correctly balanced, and if the same 
amount of tension is exerted for. each shot, we find the trigger squeeze a very 
easy matter, If, however, we vary either the positions or the tension involvoi, 
in our grip, the trigger pull seems to vary in weight, and we freeze on certain 
shots, - that is, we have difficulty in getting ovr shots off. An incorrect 
or varied position of the body will also affect our total nervous tension, and 
thus the ease of let-off; but a good position is more readily attained than a 
good grip, and a properly coached beginner soon falls into the correct position 
automatically. 

The more drooped the wrist, the more tense the wrist, and the more diffi- 
cult the trigger pull. © Thus, in shooting an automatic pistol with the straight 
wrist position required by its stock, we can cope without difficulty witha 
four-pound pull, which feels no heavier than the two-pound pull on a single shot 
target pistol, This is a decided advantage for the automatic, but does not, 
in the opinion of experts, compensate for the loss of the extremely accurate 
drooped-wrist position. In the drooped wrist position, it may be added, the 
trigger pull is not straight back, as with an automatic, and this increases the 
difficulty, 

Due to the trigger pull not being straight back on a true target pistol, 
it is necessary to execute a maneuver known as the trigger roll, In this 
maneuver, the TRIGGER FINGER IS CONTRACTED, TENDING TO BRING IT UP AND BACK; 
BUT AT THE SAME TIME IT IS ROLLED DOWNWARD.IN SUCH MANNER THAT THE POINT OF 
PRESSURE ON THE TRIGGER MOVES FROM THE MIDDLE DOWN TOWARD THE TIP, THIS 
INCREASES THE LEVERAGE AND LIGHTENS THE EFFECTIVE TRIGGER PULL. 

_ Any discussion of the trigzer squeeze must include a discussion of the 
pressures exerted by various parts of the hand up to the instant of let-off, 
For obviously, if only the pressure on the trigger were increased, the entire 
‘pistol would simply move backward, There are two methods in vogue of control- 
ling pressure in the erip during the. trigger squeeze; these will now be taken 
up in detail, . 

he first method is to squeeze the thumb and trigger finger together, at 
the same time executing the trigger roll, letting the other pressures in the 
hand take care of themselves. This is the simplest method to start on. The 
beginner will, however, soon progress to the more advanced method, When diffi- 
culty is experienced .in getting off the shot, many authorities recommend firing 
the pistol with the thumb; that is, consciously increasing the forward pressw? 
on the thumb, causing the pressure on the trigger finger to be increased 
subcons ciously. 

The second method is to SQUEEZE THE QRIGGER FINGER AND SECOND FINGER 10- 
GETHER, AT THE SAME TIME EXECUTING THE TRIGGER ROLL. This sounds easy, but tt 
itl Difficult as it is of execution, it embodies what is believed to be a 
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correct principle, namely, that the FINAL PRESSURE EXERTED ON THE TRIGGER 
SHOULD BE STRAIGHT TO THE REAR, For in the preceding method, excessive right 


‘pressure on the thumb will tend to make the shot go high-right, while excessive 


left pressure on the trigger will make the shot go low-left; and even with the 
greatest care, it is extremely difficult to keep the two pressures balanced, 
With the method under discussion, however, this difficulty is obviated, for 
although we start with balanced opposing pressures of thumb and trigger finger, 
we do not change these pressures during the squeeze, What makes this method so 
hard to achieve is that a little-used muscle between the trigger finger and 
second finger must be developed before it can be used successfully. In prac- 
tice, this method is only partially attained, the entire gun being subjected 
to a slight set back, and the pressure of the palm thus slightly increased, 
This increase in palm pressure, however, does no harm as long as it follows 
the increase in pressure on the trigger finger. But if you throw your palm 
consciously into the squeeze, look for high-right "unaccountables", This 
method is believed the best, 

Note that in both of these methods, a general tightening of the hand is 
not advocated, The old method of "closing your hand as though squeezing a 
lemon", is out and out to stay. Dr. Calkins, the eminent pistol expert, states 
that his grip is not completely relaxed, that he uses a certain amount of gen- 
eral pressure in his grip, but that he puts this pressure on at the outset, 
and does not increase it during the trigger squeeze. 


In applying these rules, as in applying those of position and of grip, 
strive for uniformity and for relaxation. You will never attain complete re- 
laxation; but the more you attain without sacrificing good form the higher 
will be your scores, 

As may be guessed from the above discussion, the present technique of 
shooting a target pistol is far more intricate than that of shooting an auto- 
matic, This may serve to explain to the reader why a target shot can always 
pick up an automatic and make scores with it that are creditable for an auto- 
matic, while a man trained only with automatics can not at first hit anything 
with a target pistol. Fencers tell us that to learn to use the saber, one 
should first learn to use the foil, Similarly, to become a really good mili- 
tary pistol shot, one should first learn to shoot the .22 single shot target 
pistol, And many a mediocre military shot, who has apparently reached an un- 
satisfactory peak in shooting the service automatic, could become a really 
excellent shot with it if he would buy a .22 single-shot target pistol and 
learn how to shoot, 

The subject of the trigger squeeze will be discussed further in the next 
article, 

---000--= 


RAPID FLIGHT BY AMBULANCE AIRPLANE 


An hour and a half after word was recently received at Brooks Field, Texas, 
that Henry Clagett, Y#year old son of Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Clagett, was suffer- 
ing from acute apvendicitis at a boy's camp near Hunt, Texas, the boy was on 
the operating table at the station hospital at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. ‘The 
Kelly Field ambulance plane landed at Dodd Field an hour and 20 minutes after 
taking off, and when the youngster was taken to the hospital everything was in 
Teadiness for the operation. It was reported that the operation was performed 
successfully but that the patient was threatened with pneumonia. — 

It is sincerely hoped that the young man is now well on the road to com 
plete recovery. 


—=-000——= 
A FAST ONE THAT NEVER REACHED THE HOME PLATE 


Captain Frank H. Pritchard, the new skipper of the 88th Observation Squad~ 
Ton at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, shortly following his arrival, donned his trusty 
flying suit and repaired to the parachute room to draw a chute and perform a 
little plain and fancy flying. Imagine his embarrassment when the Private on 
duty as over lord of the parachute room, not to be fooled by these F.A. officers 
mooching rides, slowed him up with the following: "Never mind drawing a chute, 
“ix, your pilot’ will take care of you when you report to the ship." The Private 
is expected to recover. i 
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PHOTOMETRIC TUNNEL COMPLETED 
By A. M.. Jacobs 


A 260~foot tunnel for the testing of various types of aircraft lights, ip. 
cluding beacons, floodlights, landing-lights and airdrome marker and boundary 
lights was recently set up in the basement of the main laboratory at Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio. Constructed of galvanized sheet metal, ainted black on 
the inner side, this tunnel when all lights are turred off is darker than any 
night. At one end is a »latform, eight feet in diameter, wpon which the light 
to be tested is mounted, which revolves, and which may be raised or lowered any 
amount desired to bring the light beam in a direct line with a »hotometer, the 
instrument used for measuring the light intensity. The photometer is mounted 
on a truck which moves on rails and may be brought as close as four feet or as 
far distant as 250 feet down the tunnel from the light. Hlack screens, with 
center circular cut-outs decreasing in diameter are placed at regular intervals 
down the length of the tumnel. These screens are for the purpose of shutting 
away from the photometer the diffused rays of light and focusing upon it the 
direct beam. Since the platform revolves, the light may be tested from all 
sides and it can be so mounted as to be tilted to any angle. 

The routine testing of various kinds of lights in use by the whole Air 
Corns is carried on in this tunnel. But routine testing is exceeded in amount 
by the testing of new and exnerimental types of lights. Formerly the prover 
mounting of these lights and the obtaining of satisfactory test data concerning 
them was a long-dravm-out business. In the photometric two men can do the work 
in two or three hours which formerly required eight to ten hours to complete. 
Five times the accuracy over old methods of testing is obtained with 30 percent 
of the labor. The present type of vhotometer achieves accuracy within a margin 
of two percent. A new tyne of vhotometer is being installed, however, which 
will test within an accuracy of one percent and cut the time of testing again 
in half. This applies equally to two-million candlepower beacons, red or green 
navigation lights, and low power boundary lights. 

On the beacon at »resent installed on the olatform, an exyerimental type, 
four separate tests are being run; one with beam spread vertically, one with 
split beam, one without lens, and one with a new tyne of »vressed glass lens. 
Recently a new type of airplane landing light was received in the tunnel for 
testing which, consuming but one-fifth of the energy of the twoemillion candle- 
power beacon, gave one~half the light intensity. It is upon the revort of these 
tests that decisions as to the adontion of lights for standard Air Corps use 
largely de»end, 

=—=-000-—— 


A SIMPLE MATTER OF A LITTLE TIME 


Lieut. Isaac J. Williams, Air Corps, recently demonstrated just how this 
matter of time conservation should be carried out. He and Lieut. A.L. Smith, 
both stationed at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Colif., received or- 
ders to proceed to Rockvell Field, Coronado, Calif., and ferry to their home 
station two 0-254 planes. Inex»erienced in the tricks of the trade, Lieut. 
Smith immediately started telephoning for tickets, reservation, etc., and, 
finally, barely made the 6:45 train for San Diego, being scheduled to arrive 
there at 12:15 the next day. On the other hand, no one could tell from observa- 
tion that Lievt. Williams was even contemplating a trip. Bright and early the 
next morning, however, he sauntered down to the Oakland Airnort, leisurely 
seated himself in a Ford tri-motor, and took off, arriving in San Diego in time 
to have lunch and then meet Lieut. Smith at the train. "That's what we call 
modern travel," seys the News Letter Correspondent. "lhey returned together, 
arriving at Crissy in time for dimer. We feel justified in quoting at this 
time 'There ain't no flies on Ike.!" 

~--000——— 


’ FIRST FATAL ACCIDENT FOR THE 15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


The record of the 15th Observation Squadron, Scott Field, I1l., for having 
no serious injuries in airslane crashes was euded on the morning of August 3rd, 
when one of its planes crashed at Camp Skeel, Mich. Second Lieut. Harold W. 
Grant, the pilot, was seriously injured, and Corporal John W. Gibson, 27th 
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Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, who was riding as a »assenger, died a few 
minutes after the crash. This is thé first airslane crash resulting in casual- 
ties to personnel which occurred in the — Squadron since its reconstitution 


in Mey, 1928. 


Lieut. Grant had flown from Scott! Fiele: to Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., the 
previous day for the purvose of taking aerial gunnery training. He was in his 
first series of practice runs and was attempting an attack with a 180-degree 
turn when the accident occurred. In making this turn: he lost too mich: seed 
and the plane went into a svin. He was ferried to Selfridze Field in a trans- 
port plane inmediately following: ‘the accident. : 

Lieut. Grant joined the Squadron over two years ago, and oousheted the 
Commnications course at Chanute Field in June. : 

~-~000-—— 


CRISSY FIELD PILOTS COMPLETE AERIAL: GUNNERY PRACTICE 


The annual aerial gunnery firing was recently completed by the pilots sta- 
tioned at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. Both front and rear 
guns were.fired, and a good showing was made by a high »ercentage of the quali- 
fied gunners. On the pilots' course, Cantain Kennedy, Lieuts. Bobzien, Lackey 
and Van Cott made Expert; Cantains Prosser, Upston, Lieuts. Brown and Cooper, 
Sharpshooter, and Captain Kraus, Lieuts. Miller, Poole, Jenlzins, Wallace and 
Clinch, Marksman. The ground courses were fired at Mather Field and the air 
courses were accomplished over the Pacific, while dodging fishing boats and fog. 
In the Observers! Course, Captain Upston, Lieuts. Poole, Grow, Wilkinson and 
Van Cott qualified as Ex‘jerts; Lieuts. Bobzien and Miller as Sharpshooters, and 
Caotain Kraus, Lieuts. Brown and Clineh as Marksmen. 

---000-—— 


PURSUITERS INSPECT GIANT AIRSHIP , 


The First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., consisting of two Squadrons 
of 12 planes each, and accompanied by Major George H. Brett, Post Commander, re- } 
cently paid a visit to Akron, Ohio, for the dual wurvose of insnecting the new ‘* 
Navy dirigible, the U.S.S. AKRON, and to welcome the Ford Reliability Tour and 
accompeny them on their last lay from Akron to the Ford Airport at Degroorn, Mich. 

While at Akron the yersonnel of the Group and the members of the Ford 
Reliability Tour were guests at a luncheon given by the Akron Chamber of Commerce 
at the Airport. On the return trip the Grows flew over the Airport at Mansfield, 
Ohio, during the dedication of a new airvort at that place. After landing at 
the Ford Airport, the Group proceeded to Flint, Mich., putting on a short af 
stration over that city in connection with ceremonies being held at the airport. © 
The new Westinghouse Command radio sets were used during this flight for the 
purpose of —_ radio control and they worked out satisfactorily. 

. ---000=== 


RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CAMP AT SELFRIDGE FIELD, MICH. 


The first of the Fifth Corns Area Reserve Officers Training Camps commenced 
at Selfridge Field on August 2nd, a total of 50 Reservists reporting for the an- 
tual two weeks' training. In s vite of the obstacles placed in its way, the 
Reserve camp is conducting itself in an excellent manner and has accomplished a 
lot of good energetic work. Flying had to be done on the west end of the field, 
& considerable distance from the new construction, and it has been carried 
through in an efficient manner. 

—~=000——= 


PURSUIT GROUP RADIO BUGS EXTEND GLAD HAND TO LIEUT.LOWRY 


Lieut. Lowry, Group Communications Officer at Selfridge Field, Mich., re~ 
cently spent a week at the radio frequency laboratory located at Boonton, N.J., 
testing various radio and antenna installations for 12 airplanes. lLieut.Lowry 
returned full of information regerding the latest discoveries in the field of 


Eiviase radio and was greeted enthusiastically by all of the radio bugs on 
post. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: ‘To Chayman Field, Miami, Fla.: Cantain Earl S. Hoag, 
Brooks Field. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.; Cantain Floyd #. Gelloway, from Bowman Field, ky,. 
lst Lieut. Lloyd C. Hlackburn, Langley Field, ‘ 

To Randolph Fiel¢c, Texas: lst Lieut. Reuben D. Biggs from Panama; Ist Lt, 
Townsend Griffiss, March Field. 

To March Field, Calif.; lst Licut. John G. Moore, Panama; lst. Lieut. 
Stewart W. Towle, Hawaii. 

To Hawaiian Department; (Sailing about Nov. 27th) lst Lieut. Otto P, 
Weyland, Kelly Field; 2nd Lieut. Guy F. Hicks, Dodd Field. (Sailing Dec.. 1st) 
lst Lieuts. Courtland M. Brown, Chammte Field; Fred A. Ingalls, Scott Field; 
end Lieut. John M. Sterling, Selfridge- Field. (Sailing Dec. 23rd) 2nd Lieut, 
Walter S. Lee, Fort Crockett, Texas. 

To Panama Canal Dept.: (Sailing Dec. llth) lst Lieut. James G. Pratt, 
Langley Field; 2nd Lieut. Charles B. Overacker, Chanute Field. 

To Chamute Field, Il1.; 2nd Lieut. Carl R. Storrie, Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas.; as sfudent Maintenance Ing gineering Course; end Lieut. George R-.Bienfang, 
Scott Field, as student Aircraft Armament Course, A.C. Technical School. 

To Mather Field, Calif.: Catain Horace N. Heisen, Hawaiian Dept. 

To Fort Bragg, N.C.: 2nd Lieut. Robert W. Stewart, Chamite Field. 

To March Field, Calif.: 1st Lieuts. John H. Dulligan, Joe L.Loutzenheiser, 
Edgar T. Noyes, 2nd Lieut. James F. Walsh, from Hawaiian Department. 

fo Materiel Division, Wright Field,. O.: lst Lieut.. John F. Whiteley, from 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 

. fo Brooks Field, Texas; Cant... Wm. B. Mayer, from Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

To Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: Capt. Wm. E. Farthing, Office Chief of the 
Air Corps, for duty as Instructor; Caztain Wm. E. Lynd, Mather Field, for duty 
as student, 1931-33 Course. 

To Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky.; lst Lieut. Wm. W. Welsh, Kelly Field. 

To Scott Field, Tif.: Major Norman W. Peek, Hars. Srd C.A., Baltimore,Md, 

To Paris, France: Lieut.-Col. Frank P. Lehm, Hqrs. 9th Corns Area, for 
duty as Assistant Military Attache for Air. 

To Fitzsimmons General Hos vital, Denver, Colo. Capt. Captain Charles B.B, 
Bubb, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 

DETATLED TO THE AIR CORPS, and to Air Coros Training Center, Randolph Field, 
Texas, for flying training: (Oct. 15th) lst Lieut. John H. Hinds, Field 
Artillery; 1st Lieut. Harold J. Conway, Ordnance Devt.; end Lieut. Charles Tf. 
Arnett, Infantry; 2nd Lieut. Mershon L. Skinner, Infantry. 

TRANSFERRED TO THE ATR CORPS: lst Lieut. kobert C. Oliver, Field Artillery, 
July llth, rank May 18, 1928; lst Lieut. Charles P. Cabell, Field Artillery, 
July llth, rank from November 1, 1950. 

PROMOTIONS: To Lieut.-Colonel: Major John D. Reardan, rank August 1, 1931; 
to Major - Cantain Hubert V. Hopkins, rank July 18, 1931; To Captain - lst Lis, 
Samel G. Frierson, rank July 15th; Phillins Melville, rank July 18th; John G. 
Williems, William C. Morris and Albert 3B. Pitts, rank August lst. 

Orders assigning Major George E. Lovell, Jr., Langley Field, to Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., revoked. 
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On July 30th, a squadron of the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, led by 
Major Gerald E, Brower, put on a demonstration formation over the home of Major 
General George Squier, U.S.A. Retired, near Dryden, Mich., the General having 
just returned from a tour of Europe. 


Construction work on nine new buildings for Wright Field was started on 
July lst. These include a torque stand, oil storage building, aerial way en- 
closure, dynamometer storage, ammunition magazine building, short wave beacon 
building, tool and process building, revair construction for generator power 
house, and Maintenance Building No. 2. It is exrected these buildings will be 
completed by the first of the year. cay 
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San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 14th: 





The following officers wero visitors on July 7th, att vv the regular 
monthly conference at this Depot on Air Corps supply and engineering matters 
in the Depot's Area:- Captain Morris Berman and Lieut. R.G. ‘Hafris from Kelly 
Field; Captains C.E. Giffin and G.W. Polk,Jr., from Brooks Field; Captain S.d. 
Idzorek and Lieut. 7.H. Landon from Ft.Crockett, Texas; Lieuts. A.S. Albro and 
H.A. Bartron from Randolph Field; Lieuts., LeRoy Hudson and J.P. Newberry from 
Ft. Sam Houston (Dodd Field), and Lieut. Farle T, Showalter, 36th Division Avi- 
ation, Texas National Guard, Houston. Following the conference, luncheon was 
given at the Depot for the visitors, at which Brigadier-General Charles H, Dan- 
forth, Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center, was-also a guest. 

Congratulations are extended to Capt. Hdward V. Harbeck, Jr., A.C., of 
this Depot, on his promotion to that rank on July 6th. 

Capt. Warner B. Gates, A.C., was relieved on July 7th from assignment and 
duty at this Depot and assigned to the A.C. Primary Flying School at Brooks 
Field for duty as student. Capt. Gates was on duty at this Depot as Adjutant, 
since Feb. 26, 1930. The personnel of the Depot sincerely regret losing Capt. 
and Mrs. Gates and their small daughter, Patricia Ann, and wish them every suc- 
cess in‘their new activity, 

Maj. Fred H. Coleman, Chief, Field Service Section, A.C. Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio, favored this Depot with a visit in the course of his three- 
day inspection of the Fields in the vicinity, July 9th to llth. 

Lieut. Charles E, Thomas, Jr.,, Depot Supply Officer, left July 14th on 
cross-country to Wright Field, Chio, to confer with personnel of the A.C. Mater- 
iel Division regarding the contemplated consolidation of the Station Supply and 
Depot Supply Departments of this Depot. 

Lieut. John W. Dean, A.C. Res., of San Antonio, and of the Civil Service 
at this Depot, began a 14-day tour of active duty at the Depot on July 6th. 

During the month of June, the Engincering Department of the San Antonio 
Air Depot overhauled and repaired the following airplanes and engines:- 

Airplanes overhauled - 1 A-3B, 1 0-2H, 2 0-17, 1 0-19B, 1 P-1E, 1 P-12B, 

1 PW-9D, 1 BI-1, 1°BI-2, 8 PfT-3, 3 PT-3A; total, 26. 
Airplanes repaired - 3 A-3B, 3 Bed, 1 LB-S, 1 LB-7, 1 Y1C-14, 6 DH-4Ml, 


4 0-2H, 2 Q-19B, 1 O-25A, 1 P-lC, 1 BI-1, 3 sail l PT-3, 4 YPT-6, 1 YF-l, 


LMR, total,. 33, 

Engines overhauled - 12 Curtiss D-12 2, 25 iiright v-5, 7 Wright J-6, 7 Wasp, 
e Kinner; total, 53. 
' Engines repaired - 13 Liberty, 5 Curtiss D-l2, 2 Wasp, 2 Wright J-5;total, 
ee . : : 


Pope Field, Fort Brase, N.C., July 27th: 





Lieut. Edward Hillery was placed on Detached Service as an Instructor with 
the Reserve Officers Training Camp, held at Candler Field, Atlanta, Ga.. He 
will continue on this status witil the end of the camp in August. 

Lieuts, Peter Skanse and L.A. Duncan took part in cooperative missions with 
the Coast Artillery at Ft. Barrancas, Fla. Lieut. Skanse remained at the Fort 
from July lst to the 14th, being occupied with tow target missions, Lieut. Dun- 
Can, accompanied by Lieut. William Tarnbull, remained from the 2nd of July un- 
til the 5th, the specific mission being spotting for the Artillery and night- 
flying for the anti-aircraft. 

Several radio contact missions were flown in preparation for the Reserve 
Officer Training at Fort Bragg, beginning July 26th. Successful missions were 
carried out with two-way radio, one-way radio and panels, and drop and pick-up 
messages, . 

Routine night flying missions were dinate wn, in preparation for night patrols, 
and night radio work, 





fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, July 27th: 





Maj. A.L. Snéed returned July 18th from Crissy Field, where he delivered 


al-airplane overhauled at this Station. 
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Lieut. Donald R. Goodrich, who reported July 17th for duty, was asSigned as 
Post Adjutant. 

Lieut. F.M. Zeigler returned from Bolling Field, July 14th, ferrying an 
airplane to this station for overhaul. 

Lieut. F.E, Glantzberg ferried an 0-254 airplane from Ft. Benning, Ga,, 
to this station for overhaul, 

Capt. Jolin L. Corbett, Q.M.C., returned July 26th after spending a ten- 
day leave of “absence in Washington, D.c, 

Capt. Richard M. Harnett, ees reported July 20th for a period of 
two-weeks! active duty training. 

All offices in Headquarters Building were newly painted, and the floor of 
the Main Office covered with new linoleum, 

Among those visiting this station during the past two weeks, the following 
were noted: 

Capt. King, Lieuts, Persons and Tyndall, Roberts Field, Birmingham, Ala,, 
July leth, for the purpose of securing and ferrying to their home station 0-]} 
airplanes which had been given major overhauls at this station; Lieuts, Johnson, 
Lowry and Coolidge, Selfridge Field, July 15th, to ferry back three P-12C!s5 
which had undergone major: overhauls at this station; Maj. H.C. Kress Muhlenberg, 
Air Officer, 5th Corps Area, July 15th,on ac: ‘ss-country mission; Capt. EL, 
Eubank, Langley Field, Va., on cross-country flight on July 20th; Lieuts, Lid- 
ster and Sailor, Scott Field, and Lieuts. Shepherd and Tally, Chanute Field, 
July 22nd, ferrying airplanes to this station for major overhauls, 





Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., July 22nd: 


Several additional officers departed recently for the gunnery training at 
Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., replacing those pilots and observers who completed 
the firing of the prescribed course, Several more weeks will be required to 
give all officers of this station the opportunity of firing the course at the 
Camp, : . 

The schedule of the Post Intercompany Baseball League was interrupted by 
the duties attendant on the Reserve Officers Training Camp. 

The 9th Airship Co. is in the lead, having won the three games it has 
Played thus far. The 15th Obs. Sqdn. and Staff teams are tied with two victor- 
ies and two defeats each. The 24th Airship.Service Co. trails with three de- 
feats. 

The following Air Corps Reserve Officers, having completed their tours of 
extended active duty, departed recently from this station: end Lieuts, Willian 
JH. Broderick, Olin L. Day, Eugene M. Kruse, Eric K. anc eas Will C. Sievert, 
and Sheldon B. Toder. 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., July 29th: 





Maj. Norman W. Peek, relieved from duty at the Headquarters of the end 
Corps Area, Baltimore, Md., is due to report to this station for duty, about 
Sept. 12th, following his leave of absence, 

; Capt. Philip Schneeberger, a recent graduate of the Army Industrial Colleg, 
Washington, D.C., reported to this station for duty on July 26th. 

A free balloon, with Capt. Schneeberger and War.Officer Lassiter as pilots, 
and three enlisted men as passengers, made a training flight on the morning of 
‘July 29th, The flight was made under the provisions of Circular 50-2, 0.C.A.C., 
for maintenance of proficiency of pilots. The balloon landed at Pierron, Il, 
and was returned to the field by truck. Several:other balloons will be sent 
out for the same purpose in the near future, 

Airships at this station were flown on several cross-country flights durin 
the month for training of Reserve officers and for practice for pilots regular!) 
stationed at the field. The TC-10-253 has made the following flights. July 1s 
Mt. Carmel, Ill., Capts. Koenig and Sehofield, pilots. 

July end, Newton, Ill., Lieut. Cressy and Sgt. Rumpel, pilots, 
July 3rd, Virginia, Ill., Capts. Bushey and Schofield, pilots, 
July 6th, Fayville, Ill., Capt. Bowling and War.Officer Lassiter, pilots. 
July 7th, Salem, I1l., Lieuts, Ingalls and Finley, pilots. 
July Sth, Springfield, I11., Lieuts. Ingalls and Yotz, pilots. 
July 9th, (night cross-country) Sgt. Brown and Lieut, Cannon, pilots. 
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July 10th, Springfield, I111., Capt. Bowling and Lieut. Cannon, pilots, 

July 13th, Carbondale, I1l., Licuts, Cressy and Finley, pilots, 

July 14th, Effingham, Ill., Capt. Schofield and War.Officer Lassiter, pilots. 

July 16th, Mt. Vernon, I1ll., Capt. Koenig and Lieut. Edwards, pilots, 

July 16th, (night cross-country) Sgt. Brown and Lieut. Yotz, pilots. 

July 17th, Springfield, Ill., War. Officer Lassiter and Licut. Cannon, pilots, 
‘July c4th, Vandalia, I1l., Capt. Johnston and War. Officer Lassiter, pilots. 

July 27th, Springfield, Ill., Lieuts. Cressy and Ingalls, pilots, 

he TC-6-241 has made the following cross-country flights during the month, 

in addition to flights made for bombing practice: 

July 7th, Vandalia, Ill., Lieuts. Cressey and Yotz, pilots. 

July 10th, Jacksonville, Ill., Capt. Bushey and Licut. Finley, pilots. 

July 14th, Marion, Ill., Capt. Bushey and Lieut. Yotz, pilots, 

Licut. Selzer with Lieut. Chctlain as passengers, left July 24th for Camp 
Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., flying an 0-19 plane. It is expected that when Lieut. 
Selzer returns he will bring with him Capt. Holden, who for the past month has 
been at Camp Skeel directing the firing of the course in Aerial Gunnery by 
pilots and obsorvers from this station. 

Two games were playod in the Inter-company Basvcball Leasue this week, the 
15th Squadron defeating the 9th Airship Co., 15 to 10., and the Staff defeating 
the 24th Airship Service Co., 13 to 6. 

Previous to their defeat this week by the 15th Obs. Sqdn. team, the 9th 


‘Airship Co. team had not lost a game this season. The standing of the two lead- 


ing teams is now as follows: 9th Ash.Co. won 3,lost 1; 15th Obs. Sqdn., won 
3, lost 2. 





Lawson Field, M%. Benning, Ga., July 20th: 


The end of May saw "Flight 'B! of the 16th", pretty well through the throes 
of organization and occupancy, and we now boast a smooth running organization 
under the guidance of Lieut. Barnett. 

At present we are somewhat handicapped in our training schedule by a short- 
age of ships - two of them being at Dayton for overhaul. They will soon be back, 
however, and we can continue our "dah-dit-dah" along. with our other missions, 

During the month of June we were honored by visits from Brig.-Gen. Benjamin 
D. Foulois, Asst. Chief of the Air Corps; Maj.-Gen. Steven 0. Fuqua, Chief of 
Infantry and the Hon. Patrick J. Hurley, Secretary of War. Brig.-Gen. Campbell 
King, Commandant of the Infantry School, also paid us several visits, These 
officers appeared favorably impressed with our organization and work, 

To date no W.D. orders have been received designating "Lawson Field" as the 
official name of our station, but communications from the office of the Adjutant 
General have shown the approval given that recommendation, 

Our men have been busy in their spare time beautifying the surroundings. 
Walks have been built around the various buildings, and shrubbery planted, Also 
flower beds have been constructed, and soon we will be surrounded by flowers, 

Maj. Ira A. Rader, A.C., instructor in the Infantry School, recently made 
an extended cross-country trip to Washington, D. C. He reports a very nice trip, 
and that a "good time was had by all", _ 

2nd Lieuts. C.H. Leitner, Jr., and Glenn A. Holland, A.C. Res., reported to 
the Commandant of the Infantry School for a six months! extension of active duty 
on June 25th and July 2nd respectively. 

On July 9th, Lieut. Barnett returned from Dayton, ferrying back the first 
of our overhauled 0-25's,. 





Crissy Ficld, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., July 6th: 


Licut. H.R. Wallace, Washington National Guard, returned from a photograph- 
ic mission in Montana for the Coast and Geodetic Survey on June 23d.. Licut. 
John K, Poole, A.C., returned as relief pilot to complete the mission and, from 
all reports, is at present having a wonderful time at Billings, Mont. 

end Lieut. H.B. Fisher, Air-Res,, formerly a member of the 91st, was a 
cross-country visitor from Dodd Field, Texas, during the past week, 

end Lieut. Trenholm J. Meyer, departed for his new station at March Field, 
Calif., where he will be on duty as instructor in the Primary Flying School. 
All of the personnel of Crissy Field wish him the best of luck in teaching the 
Cadets slow-rolls. 
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The commissioned personnel was greatly reduced by the. loss of a number of 
Reserve Officers, just finishing their tour of extended active duty. The of- 
ficers leaving the service at this time are: Lieuts. BeS. Cooper, M.E. Lackey, 
Percy 0., Brewer, Allen Chapman, Nelson D. Jenkins, Arthur K. Morrison, Douglas 
F, Wolley, E.A. Strand and Hillford Ff. Wallace (Washing 60n National Guard), 

_A good time was. had by all.was the report after the party given in their honor 
at San Francisco's newest Night Club. No "flat spins" were reported during 
the "Soiree"} Therefore, we feel that we may put it down as a successful mis. 

_sion. We have already felt the loss of these officors, and wish thom only the 
best of luck and continucd Happy Landings. 

As a matter of announcement, any visiting firemen wishing to witness a 
first-class crack=up, may obtain a list of DH's due to arrive at Crissy, from 
the Operations Officer. 

Now that the biggest, little city in the world is setting a and: better, 
all of the cross-country flights:leaving Crissy are routed by way, of Reno,: Tho 
new route to Los Angeles is via Reno, with an overnight stop in that fair city, 
Licuts, Poole and Miller report that it is even worth a seven-hour automobile 
drive in order to spend a week-end in that "bit of the old west". Nothing bdut 
favorable reports have been received at. this office from ‘the lucky visitors to 
the city where they chase people with empty guns and get away with it. 

Lieuts. T.A. Smith and A.L. Smith, better known as the "Smith Bros,, Trade 
and Mark", left for temporary detail at Ft. Worden, Wash, Upon checking in 
their arrival, they announced that "Trade" had given a demonstration of how to 
wash out a landing gear under adverse conditions, We haven't heard tho alibi 
as yet, but if he even mentions "left rudder" we are all going over the Hill, 

A tactical inspection was recently made by the Commanding General. The 
administrative inspection was followed by a tactical problem, which included 
reconnaissance, communication, photographic and ground attack missions. 





Nichols Field, P.I., July end: 





- Bombing and gunnery results for the last training year resulted in every- 
body making some qualification. Thirty-four experts out of forty-eight attempts 
isn't bad. 

Transport week, June 18th to 23rd, saw many heart-breaking farcvwells an 
back thumping welcomes, One, non-Com,., who extended. over this boat, neponeye 
the line the day after it sailed with two left shoes:on.. . 

Bombardment is going in for the training of non-commissioned officers as 
bombers and gunners, Bet you $1.80.the scores go un. 

June 9th, the 28th Bombardment Squadron. celebrated organization day at 
the Calamba Sugar Estate, <A sweet time was had. (Calamities included ball games, 
swimming, kangaroo courts, etc. 





Rockwell Air Depot, Calif., July 16th: 





During the month of June, the Rockvell Air Depot. completed major overhaul 
on 24 airplanes and 40 engines. Twenty-five airplanes and 56 engines were re- 
ceived at the Depot during the month for overhaul. 

A total of 6, 6525 man hours was expended in the Engineering Shops of the 
Depot for the nanfacture and repair of Air Corps equipment other than airplanes 
and engines. 

The Depot Supply shipped 543,917 pounds of teeta andes during June, f 
and incoming shipments totaled 563,813 pounds. Incoming parcel post shipments 
amounted to 531 pounds, and outgoing shipments 799 pounds. 

0-38 airplanes on contract from the. Douglas Company, Santa Monica, have 
been coming through the Depot for mechanical check-up en route to Eastern 

Stations, 

The extension to the Boiler House of the Engineering Department is expecta! 
to be ‘completed shortly. 7 

Pursuant to instructions contained in letter from the Materiel Division, 
dated June 19th, Subject: "Consolidation of Depot and Station Supply", steps 
were immediately taken to consolidate the Station Supply of the Depot with the 
Depot Supply. Property accountability will not be fully consali dated until 
new stock record cards are received. 

Brig.-General Henry C. Pratt, Chief of the Matericl Division, pccompanied 

- 307 ~ h V~6167, A100. 


















coy, 
rlas 


nor 


his- 
the 


otter, 
The 
city, 
ile 
but 


Trade 


N to 
Lbi 
ll. 
1€ 


ry- 
empts 


and 
3d on 


she 

lanes 
June, 

nts 


nected F 


Ny 

)S 
the 

1 


ried 














py Capt. St.Clair Streett arrived at the Rockwell Air Depot on June 18th, to 
confer with the Commanding Ofiicer of the Depot on maintenance and supplies, 
While here the General made an inspection of the Engineering and ae Supply 
activities, 

Brig.-Gen. Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, Texas, paid an informal visit to the Depot on June 10th, 

Rear Admiral Harry E, Yarnell, who recently assumed command of the Air- 
craft Squadrons, Battle Force, West Expeditionary Forces, U.S. Navy, paid an 
official call to the Commanding Officer on July 3rd, 

Capt. Evan K. Meredith, 9th Corps Area sano Officer, visited the Post 
on July 8th, for purpose of interviewing and selecting candidates for the 1931 
West Coast Army Football Team. 

Maj. A.L. Sneed, A,C., Commanding Officer of.the Fairfield Air Depot, ar- 
rived on July llth, to discuss Depot activities and 2 sataritte with the Command- 
ing Officer and Department Heads, 

LieutsCol. B.K, Yount, A.C,, Commanding Officer, chennai by Lieut. B.M. 
Gilew, A.C., Chief Engineer Officer, made an inspection trip, via air, from 
July 9th to llth, to Crissy and Mather Fields, for purpose of conference with 
the Commanding Officers of the above named stations regarding the maintenance 
of Air Corps equipment and supplies. 


Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, Aug. 4th: 





The 13th Squadron won the baseball championship of the Post by defeating 
the 90th Squadron in a series which brought together the winners of each half. 
The Ghost men overwhelmed their opponents, -champions in 1930, and won two 
straight games 11 to 2 and 16 to 9. 

A few days later the Champs held a banquet in the’ squadron mess hall to 
celebrate the winning of the Post baseball and basketball championships for 
1931. The dinner was a huge success from all angles. There was fricd chicken 
to spare, evon after sevoral of the platcs of the ravenous ones had been emptied 
of bones, The manner of preparation was what is known as Southern Style in 
every part of the country except the South. In order that everyone could enjoy 
the meal to the fullest extent, no speeches were made, ‘ 

Now that baseball is over,there is nothing to do until football séason, 
Which opens sometime in September. Although several men expressed their will- 
ingness to participate in a wrestling tournament, there are not enough as yet 
to go ehead with the present plans, . 

Major Davenport Johnson and. Capt. Lotha A. Smith proceeded to Wright Ficld 
to examine the two now Attack planes which have been undergoing tests at that 
ficld,. 

The officers and men of the 60th Service Squadron entertained with a dinner 
recently in honor of lst Lieut. John F.Whitely, who was ordered to Wright Field 
for a tour of duty. Capt. Edward M. Morris is the new commanding officer of the 
Squadron, eel 

Capt. Gerd Von Massow, German Army, who is taking a course in Bombardment 
at Kelly Field, Texas, is spending a few days with the Third Attack Group in 
order to study Attack Aviation. . 


Fort Sill, Okla., July 3st: 





Capt. L.P. Hickey left Ft.Sill on July 15th for two months' leave in New 
Orleans, La., before reporting to his new station at Maxwell Field. 

end Lieut. J.L. Jackson reported to this station on July 2lst, following 
his completion of the course in.Maintenance Engineering at Chanute Field. 

Cross-countries have been rather limited this month due to Gunnery Practice, 
Five ships were ferried to the San Antonio Air Depot by lst Lieut, C.E.Shankle, 
end Lieuts. D.T. Mitchell, C.H.Miller, C.T. McKinnie and Mr.Sgt, Chester Colby. 
Capt. R.E. O'Neill, ‘Sgt. EN. Dugey and Pvt. John Carrara went along as passeng- 
ers, 

end Lieut. C. Stroh flew to Denver, Colo., on July 23d, taking Sgt. F.R. 
Welch as far as Pueblo, Colo. Lieut. Stroh also. flew Brig.-General Roy Hoffman, 
(Res, ) to Oklahoma City on July 7th., On July 13th, 2nd Lieut. Chas. Tidwell, 
Air-Res,, flew U.S. Senator Thomas to Oklahoma sill 
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Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, July 13th: 





Capt. C.E. Giffin, transferred from the 22d Obs ervation Squadron to Pogt 


Headquarters, was detailed as Supply Officer, Engineer Property Officer, Inbri. 
cating Officer, Auditor, Q.M.C.Form #9, and Civilian Procurement Officor, relim, 
ing lst Licut. James Flannery. 

The following-named officers were detailed to squadrons at the field, as 
follows: lst Lieut. P.H.Prentiss to the 5lst School Saq.; 2nd Lieuts,. W.L. Lee 
to 58th Service Sq.; H.L. Grills to 46th School Sq.; M.K. Lewis and J.G.Fowler 
to 52d School Sq.; W.H. Maverick to Slst Scnool Sq.; H.A. Parker to 62d School 
Sq. : 

The following 2nd Lieutenants, Air Corps Reserve, were assigned to the 294 
Observation Squadron: William Beverly Jr e3 Wayne Bone; R.O. Ralston; M.M.Steph. 
enson, Jr. and I.l. Ott. 

Maj.John Beeson, Medical Corps, is attached to Brooks Ficld for flying, 

Failure to give Cadet. Parks any support in the field cost the Brooks Neli 
Aeronauts a game which meant much to the winner, and the 24d Field Artillery Brig 
ade Caissons took advantage of all the breaks to pile. up,a 15 to 6 score. In 
the game with the 2d Medical Regiment, Brooks Field blanked their opponents anj 
scored three runs, thereby going into a three-way tie for the baseball supren- 
acy in the San Antonio Army Loop, McKenney, the airmen's speed ball merchant, 
was too much for the Pillrollers. ‘The game was played in the fast time of an 
hour and a half and was featured by four double plays, three of which were ex- 
ecuted by the Medicos,. 

58th Service Squadron: Pvts. Baldridge,.Russell, Reed, Pharr, Hunt, Dan- 
iels, Coplan and Buck were promoted Privates, lst Class. The rating of Special- 
ist, 6th Class, was awarded Pvts. Donovan and King. a 

Sgt. John Noe, Jr., formerly of this organization, writes from his new 
station that. Panama looks pretty good to him. 

Pyt. lst Cl. Calfee,. on detached service at Matagorda Island for the past 
month, acting in the capacity of Chief Chef, returned to the organization and is 
“performing duties in the Parachute Department. 

Staff Sgts. maciny and Anderson were added to the personnel of the Aero 
Repair. 

46th School Squadron: Those two members of ‘ae 46th iipaneait who might 
have been seen jumping madly up and down and giving excellent examples of Apache 
war crys were not essentially subjects for the State Hospital, It trauspired 
that Pvts, Wiley and’ Bonnell were called to the Cadet Detachment to begin that 
eagerly awaited flying training. We wish the boys all good fortune and success, 

Lieut. H.L. Grills was recently assigned to the 46th, The personnel are 
delighted to have him in-the squadron. 

» .,glst School Squadron: We regret losing our old friend, Tech,Sgt. Russell 
Philapy, who was transférred to duty in Panama. Another old friend of ours, 
Tech.Sgt. J.S. (Jake) Dombeck is expected to transfer back to the old outfit to 
replace Philapy. 

Since the 5lst won the baseball championship (three cheers and a tiger) 
cach and every player is: to be presented with a framed photo of the prize money 
awarded - to place on the mantel for future reference, 

The regular schedule for student training commenced Wednesday, July 8th. 
Staff Sgt. Davidson was busy coaching the wrecking crew in the performance of 
their respective duties and was trying to evolve some kind of a plan to avoid 

crack-ups during the week-ends, 































Hars. 18th Composite Group, Hawaiian Department: 








On July lst, the Army’ Polo Squad (less the ponics) was transported to the 
Island of Maui to participate in the annual polo tournament. ‘Tho entire squad 
was mach pleased with the — and they all admit that, next to riding a horse, 
flying is not so bad, 

On July 4th, a party inaabesittiinn ‘of Col, Brant, Wing Commander; Licuts. 
Crain and Boyd, A.Ges Col. Fair, Chief of Staff; Col. Harvey, Department Quarter- 
master; Capt. Riley, Assistant G-3; and Lieut. Syme, Aide to Department Command- 
er, flew to Maui to see the Army vs, Maui polo game. The Army was decisively 
defeated by the Maui team - principally due to the hard riding and flawlcss 
teamwork of the island players, The undefeated Maui team is an interesting one, 
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its members being Frank Baldwin and his three sons, which accounts in part for 
the teamvork, 

Iuize Field, T.H.- Maj. Maxwell Kirby, Commanding: Flying training for the 
mont’ consisted of aerial gunnery, aerial bombing, cross-country, formation and 
nignt flying, communications radio, aerial navigation and cooperative missions 
with the Hawaiian Department. : 

Between the hours of 10:30 A.M. and Noon, June 15th, the barracks building 

of the 23d Bombardment Squadron was destroyed by fire. The fire was first not- 
iced by baseball players who were changing their clothing in preparation for 
the morning practice, At this time, the smoke and flanes were Liclting down 
through the ventilation holes in the ceiling, The fire gained such headway in 
the attic of the six-year old frame structure, that the combined efforts of the 
Army and Navy fire fighters were barely enough to protect the buildings nearby. 
Most of the men suffered considerable loss in tailored wniforms and civilian 
clothin,;, since those few presont had time for just one trip to the second 
floor for personal property. All hands were busy working against the fire and 
moving property from the supply, orderly and day rooms. 

The loss of these barracks leaves the entire Air Force of the Hawaiian 
Department hovsed in tents and hangars. ‘Yhe completion in 1932, at Wheeler 
Field, of barracks and quarters will relieve the situation as far as the 16th 
Pursuit Group is concerned, anc it is hoped that it will not be long before 
permanent. shelter can be provided for the other two Groups, either at Luke 
Field or at some other tract, While tent life in this climate is not so bad 
as in other places, it still leaves mch to be desired, 

lst. Lieut. and Mrs. Sidney A. Ofsthun were recent arrivals at this station 
aboard the USAT "Somie", Lisut. Ofsthun was assigned to the 4th Observation Sq. 

end Licut. Donald W. Titus, who with Mrs. Titus arrived aboard tho USAT 
"Chateau Thierry" on June 23d, was assigned to the 4th Observation Sq. 

end Licut. Ezekiel W. Napier, another arrival. aboard the "Chateau Thierry", 
signed to the 50th Observation Sa. 

lst Lieut. and Mrs. Thomas L. Gilbert and Chaplain and Mrs. Herbert A. 
Rinard departed for the mainland aboard the USAT "Chateau Thierry" on June 27th. 
Lieut. Gilbert was assigned to the A.C. Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, 
and Chaplain Rinard to Ft. Slocun, N.Y. 

The area along the waterfront, northeast of the boathouse, is occupied by 
the tents of the 23d Squadron until quarters are erected on the old site, 

Recent service tests were completed. on a cockpit hood on an 0-19 airplane. 
Lieuts. Rouse, Gilbert, Thompson and Rawlings, designated as test pilots, found 
this hood successful, except for a few minor changes, which were recormended, 

The 4th Observation Squadron said Aloha to their Commanding Officer, Lieut, 
Gilbert and family. Lieut. Gilbert served with the Squadron,the past two years 
in the capacity of Engineering Officer, Operations Officer and Squadron Command- 
er. Tho entire Squadron extend . good luci to him at his new station. Lieut. 
Fitzgerald assumed command of the 4th Observation Squadron, 

On July lst, Lieut. Don Z. Zimmerman and Staff Sgt. George M. Richards, 
While flying on a training mission, crashed in their 0-19 near Waimanalo, Both 
were painfully bruised and Sgt. Richards suff fered a broken right arm, They have 
fully recovered and are back on the job. 

A communication was received from Maj.-Gen. Lassiter, Department ‘Commander, 
commending the Group on its excellent record of personal health and hygione. 

Routine flying for June consisted in the main of Squadron and Group forma- 
tions and preliminary work incident to the opening of the range season. Con- 
Siderable flying was done in the way of practicing approaches to towed targets, 
in order to familiarize officers with this type of flying before actual firing 
begins, On the ground, Squadron Armament Officers were rushing to completion 
bomb racks and machine gun installations. 

Six embryo flying.cadets - James M. Davenport, Charles B. Leslic, Lester 
Krug, Paul McCormick,III, Allie EH. Romaine,Jr., and Lewis Horvath, returned to 
the mainland on the USAT "Somme" under orders directing them to report to the 
Commandant, Air Corps Primary Flying School, March Field, Calif., for flying 
instruction, All have fine records with the Group, and it is hoped that they 
are successful in their work at the Flying School, 

At the Annual Schofield Barracks ‘Horse Show held on June 5th and 6th, other 
forms of transportation were represented, the Air Corps exhibit including the 
new airplane Servicing truck of the 26th Attack Squadron, 2 Pursuit and 1 Attack 
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airplanes. Through the courtesy of the Division Commander, these planes were 
permitted to land on the golf course, adjacent to the horse show area, so that 
they were easily taxied into position. The Group donated a very handsome cup 
as a prize in one of the Horse Show events, 

The Baseball Team representing the 18th Pursuit Group under the able coag, 
ing of Licut. Stribling, is making a vory satisfactory showing, After Winning 
their first four games, it looked like they were going to svcep tue League, ty, 
fortunately, a short losing streak brought thom down in percentage . With six 
wocks to go, we believe they will finish well up towards the top of the Leage, 

Lieut. Bassett has been playing golf close to par to win two very handsom 
cups in the Schofield Barracks competition. It is rumored his handicap is to 
be slightly reduced in the near future, but it is not believed that this vill 
seriously interfere with his success in competition, as he secms able to hit 
them in the pinches. As a matter of fact, he shot the last five holes two uw. 
dcr par the other day, to take two golf balls from your humble correspondent, 

Licut. J.M. Holmes (Res.) reported for 14 days active duty on June 19th, 

Teams of officers representing the various squadrons have been playing 
a short series of playground ball game, So far, the 19th Pursuit Squadron has 
had a slight edge in the competition, due in no small. part to the masterful 
Playing of Joe ("Ginch") Loutzenheiser and "pep" talks between innings of the 
coach, Capt. Strickland, These sames offer a good deal of entertainment to 
the enlisted personnel of the command. 

Lieuts. Bentley and Fink recently entertained their friends of this Grou, 
Schofield Barracks and Iuke Field, at a beach party cn the north shore. The 
supper menu was built around the "Piece de Resistance" of chicken curry with 
rice and vas both bountiful and delicious. The night happened to be particular. 
ly soft and balmy with ncarly a full moon and the varied activitics after dima 
including svimming and singing were greatly enjoyed. by the guests, 

Hawaiian Air Depot, Capt. B.T. Burt, Commanding: The move of the Hawaiian 
Air Depot to Iuke Field, its new home, is just about completed. The Station 
Repair Section and the Air Corps Station Supply have also consolidated with the 
Air Depot, the following personnel being on duty thereat: 

Capt. B.T. Burt,-Supply officer, Contracting and Purchasing Officer and 
Inspector, in addition to his duties as Commanding Officer. Capt. Ralph B, 
Walker, -Engineering Officer and Reclamation Officer and Operations Officocr, 
Licut. Joseph B, Stanley,-Assistant Engineering Officer and Assistant Depot 
Operations Officer, Licut. Pearl H. Robey,-Assistant Depot Supply Officer, Ad- 
jutant and Officer in Charge of 0il Reclamation. 

The Engine Repair Section overhauled a total of seven (7) engines during 
the period, May 26, 1931 to June 25, 1931, as given below: 

Class I repairs - 1 R-1340-C, Class III Repairs - 6. (3 RS 1340-C, 1 
V-1150, 2 R-1750-B.) . 

At the present writing the Ingino Repair Section is just completing the 
overhaul of a marine engine from one of the speed boats in use at Luke Ficld, 

The personnel of the Final Assembly was increased by the employment of 
Messrs. Paul Walker and Roy Warren. 

Four new B-5-A Bombers arrived at the Depot for assembly. 

The Dope and Fabric Department have their hands full resurfacing and dopix 
all fabric parts of airplanes: removing paint on metal fuselages and plane sur- 
faces and brightening them with new paint and dope, These are two of the Air 
Repair Depot's busiest departments. 

The personnel of the machine shop and the sub-dopartments - Welding and 
Shcet Metal, consists of 11 enlisted men and 15 civilians. The Sheet Motal De 
partment is at present using 2 men from the Engine Repair Section, owing to the 
large emount of work before them, 

The entire Machine Shop this month completed about 125 work orders and 10 
jobs on instruction slips. 

A requisition for new machinery will be submitted in the near future in 
der to take care of the large amount of work required of this department. Nucl 
of the present machinery is old, obsolete and incapable of doing the work with 
the speed and precision necessary. say i 

The crew of the Keclamation Department, besides functioning in the capacity 
the name indicates, also operates the Crash Truck, This crew, under supervisit® 
of Sgt. Ashcrowsky,made an enviable record in responding to Crash alarms, Th § 
speed and businesslike manner in which crashed airplanes,which can be repaired, 
are handled without further damage due to picking up and hauling over uneven +2" 
rain and difficult mountain roads,proves this an efficient and well-trained c™ 
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Selfridge Field,Mt.Clemens,Mich, Aug. 4th: 





ev7th Pursuit Sq.: Coming as a sort of aftermath to what might be termed 
the mancuver months, in which May was spent in preparing for the maneuvers and 
June in recovering from them, July seemed a little like an ant i-climax although 
there was plenty of activity. 

Squadron flying was considerably disrupted by the sending of officers and 
planes to the lst Pursuit aerial gunnery camp at Oscoda, Mich., for gunnery and 
pombing, and good scores were being reported, although few of the squadron of- 
ficers had completed their courses, 

The Squadron's activity at the gunnery camp this year ‘was marred by two 
crashes. | . 

Lieut. Roger M. Ramey suffered a severe eye injury July 15th, when the 
motor of his P-l12 cut out just after the take-off. He managed to bring the ship 
back into the field, but it fell off on one wing just before the landing and 
rolled up in a ball. One of Lieut. Ramey's eyes suffered a severe abrasion 
with the possibility of a deeper cut. He is now at the Walter Reed Hospital, 
where an examination is being made for the presence of glass in the eyeball. 

There were the usual flights on July 4th in connection with patriotic cele- 
brations, and the 27th sent six ships to Caro, Mich., and six to Harbor ems 
Mich. The pilots reportcd the usual entertainment and good time. 

The 27th also participated in a composite group flight on July 25th, in 
which a squadron composed of 27th, 94th and 17th squadron pilots, led by Major 
Gerald Brower, Group Commander, and a headouarters element lead by Major George 
H. Brett, Post Commander, visited Akron, Ohio, in connection with the termina- 
tion of the National Reliability Tour and cn the way héme demonstrated over 
Mansfield, Ohio; Dearborn, Ohio; ‘Dearborn,Mich.and Flint,Mich, The trip en- 
tailed about 43 hrs. of flying. The Squadron's officer personnel was reduced 
by the termination of the extended active duty of Lieut, E.C. Davis, but will 
be increased by a new consignment of Kelly Field graduates. 

94th Pursuit Squadren: Four new additions to the squadron occurred this 
month, Lieut, Flint Garrison, Jr., returned from Chanute Field, following his 
completion of the Engineering Maintenance course, Lieuts. William Clifford 
McDonald, Jr., and George Alexander Hersam, Jr.,Res., re sported for active duty, 
and Staff Sgt. John Walker reported from France Field, Canal Zone, 

‘This squadron conducted a service test on electrically heated goggles and 
mittens, during the past two weeks, After a series of tests the goggles did 
not fog up with tomperature twenty degrees below zero, Fahrenheit. The elec- 
trically heated mittens were really too hot, but colder weather is desired. 

The Skipper, Lieut. H.A. Joumson,' reports the hunting fine at the Aerial 
Gunnery Camp at Oscoda, The methods used in hunting fox was.of the type used 
in the old days. Modern equipment was used, howover, when the "baby" fox was 
snared in a tow target, The fearless hunting party was composed of Licuts,. 
Johnson, Miller and Hodgson, 

Staff Sgt. Thomas A. Jones evidently did not believe the old adage of 
"Commend marriage, but keep pease '« bachelor", ijic extend our congratulations 
and best wishes, 

Staff Sgt. Elbert Dossctt is back to the squadron for duty, after being 
absent on recruiting service for five years. 

Lieuts. Garrison and Crabb returned from a smoke screen mission ~ several 
of the National Guard and Reserve Camps in Michigan and Wisconsin. The pilots 
flew P-l-C's equipped with the rogular smoke screen apparatus, which is carried 
in place, of the auxiliary tanks. Several screens were laid and as a whole they 
were very satisfactory ,although some trouble with equipment censed one complete 
failure, 

The gunnery season at Oscoda finds the usual number of experts from the 
Squadron, Pilots who have finished their gunnery this season are lst Lieut. 
HA. Johnson, and 2nd Licuts. Harbold, O'Donnell, Bolen Auton, Crabb, Mosher 
Baker and Sansbury. All of these officers came back to Selfridge bragging 
more about their prowess as fishermen and swimmers rather than as aerial gun- 
ners, However, we don't want to be designated as a target for their guns. 

Officers and men in the squadron regret the departure of Lieuts. Paul Hinds 
4.T,Johnson, and ‘i.\. McConnell, Reserve officers on extended active duty for 
the past 15 months, ‘Ye are hoping to sce thom back in the service again. 

17th Pursuit Squadron: Exhibition flights, demonstrations and aerial gun- 
hery varied the schedule of the 17th during July. Capt. Hoyt, leading a forma- 
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tion including Lieuts. Koons, Hixson, Merrili, Hodgson and Maschmeyer, visited 
Traverse City, Mich., July 16th and 17th, giving an exhibition flight over the 
Captain's home town in celebration of the National Cherry Festival. A composit, 
squadron, flying to Toledo for the reception of Post and Gatty, included Lieuts, 
Burns, Van Auken and Heiman. Combining other activities with flying was the 
mission of Lieut. Ryan, assisted by Sgt. Carnes and Cpl. Forcier in connection 
with smoke screen demonstrations with "Y10-14 at Camp McCoy, Wisc.e, and Ft. Sher. 
idan, Ill1,, with other stops at Graysburg, Battle Creek and Camp Custer, Mich,, 
and Chicago, Ill. Sgt. Carnes and Cpl. Forcier combined the duties of two 
branches of the service, having charge of the vreparation and operation of the 
apparatus involved, 

Capt. Hoyt, Licuts. Theisen and Merrill are completing a tour at Acrial 
Gunnery Camp, Oscode, Lieuts. Sterling, Hodgson, and Coolidge recently return- 
ed from their two weeks' range vork,. 

Lieut. Norman revortod to inactive status July lst. Licut. Heiman return- 
ed to active duty, July 22nd, following a period in Walter Reed Hospital. Re- 
cent additions to the sqnadron are Licuts, Bledsoe, Crabbs, Jones, Robinson 
and Sutherland, graduates from the Advanced Flying School last month, Lieuts, 
Gbolidge and Strunk were absent on leave and Lieut. Butt made an extended cross. 
country flight to March Field, Calif., during the month, 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 30th: 





Toe sad accident at Brooks Field, Texas, the airplane collision on July 
16th which resulted in the death of Major Charles V. Hart, M.C., Capt. Carlos 
J. Chamberlain, Med-Res., Licut. K. Austin Rogers and Flying Cadet Endicott 
Longacre, A.C., was brought home with especial poignancy to this Depot, through 
the fact that Cadet Longacre was the only son of Capt. Clarence Longacre, 
Quartermaster at this Depot. The hearts of all at this station go out to 
Capt. and Mrs. Longacre in their sad bereavement. 

Lieut. ia. Amis, of the Materiel Div.,iright Field, Ohio, arrived at 
this Depot by air on July 16th for a conference regarding maintenance of Air 
Corps equipment and supplies, leaving on the 18th for the Rockwell Air Depot, 
Coronado, Calif., on the same mission. ey 

Work is well under way on the new Oil Reclamation Building here, which 
will be a decided factor in giving the Depot an up-to-date appearance and im- 
proving its operation. Work is also expected to begin in the near future on 
the projected modern Shops Building, approximately 500' x 600! for the Engineer- 
ing Department of the Depot, The Constructing Quartermaster at Ft.Sam Houston, 
Texas, is in charge of this construction, 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco,Calif., July 30th: 





As the summer progresses and various training camps spring up, Crissy 
Field takes on the appearance of "Ye oulde deserted village". Duc to the large 
territory covered and the number of camps we work with, pilots and airplanes 
are extremely scarce at Crissy Field. However, it does have its advantages, 
such as viewing sunny California and the Pacific Coast from the air, Nothing 
but favorable reports were received from officers returning from various co- 
operative missions, 

Lieuts. Van Cott and Grow were fortunate enough to spend an enjoyable de- 
tail in their old boyhood stamping grounds, Salt Lake, Needless to say, their 
report was favorable. Upon returning from Salt Leke, they picked up Lt,Smith, 
of the famous Smith Brothers Act, and proceeded to Portland,Oreg. 

Lieuts., Miller and Wilkinson report a most enjoyable detail at Long Beach, 
Calif., where they are doing cooperative work with the Org.Reserves, and inci- 
dently getting a wonderful coat of tan from one of California's beautiful peackss fy 

Licut. Brown swooped down on worsge> 4 Field with a seven-ship formation of 
air-devils, (D.H.'s and YPT-6's) from the Reserve Camp at Mather Field, where 
he is detailed at the present time, 

The few left at Crissy find it easy to keep busy preparing for our going 
into the ficld on Aug. 17th, Incidentally, there scems to be some question as 
to just how a squadron should act when moving completely into the ficld. Our 
camp will be near Salinas, Calif. At presont, the dear old horses are holding 
forth at the Salinas Rodeo, on the same field we will occupy. You can't deat 
tho West for versatility. 
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We are happy to welcome here five recent graduates from Kelly Field, viz. 
and Licuts, Rosenburzh, Towler, Thomson, Bernard and Coverley, Reserves, We 
are happy to have these officers in the 91st. 

Among other missions accomplished by the Slst was the photographing of Mt. 
Lassen during a synthetic eruption, put on in connection with a local celebra- 
tion. Lieuts, Williams and Ball were the honored pilots, 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Aug. 8th: 





A Board of Air Corps officers convened at right Field on July 27th for the 
purpose of studying and testing a new Observation airplane and making recommen- 
dations as to its suitability for Air Corps use. Officers composing the Board 
were: Capt. D.B. Hovard, Wright Field; Capt. A.B. McDaniel, 0.C.A.C.; Capt. Hii. 
Holden, Scott Field; Capt. J.G. Taylor, Wright Field; Lt. C.T. Skow, Ft.Benning, 
Gae; Lieut. W.D. Old, Kelly Field; Licut. 0.P. Weyland, Kelly Field. 

A second Board of officers which convened at Wright Field on July 27th 
had as its objective the consideration of several types of basic training planes 
as suitable Air Corps equipment. Officers composing this Board were: Capt. A.B. 
McDaniel, 0.C.A.C.; Capt. J.G. Taylor, Wright Ficld; Licut. C.7. Sullivan,0.C. 
4.C.; Lieut. AE. Waller, Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas; Licut. J.R. Morgan, 
Brooks Ficld; Licut. B.D. Chidlaw, Wright Field. 

A third Board to convone at the Materiel Division was the Bombardment Board 
which met on July 30th for the purpose of making recommendations regarding new 
types of Bombardment airplanes. Officers composing this Board were: Major Willis 
Hale, O.C.A.C.3; Capt. J.G. Taylor, iiright Ficld; Capt. E.L. Eubank, Langley 
Ficld; Licut. J.M. Gillespic, Langley Field; Licut. H.P. Rush, Wright Ficld; 
Lieut. R.A. Snaveley, Rockvell Ficld, Coronado, Calif. 

A Board of officers convened at right Field on Aug. 4th, to consider the 
suitability of two types of new Attack airplanes, built by the Fokker and Cur- 
tiss Companies, for Air Corps use. Officers on the Board were: Major Davenport 
Johnson, Ft,Crockett; Capt. A.B. McDaniel, 0.C.A.C.3 Capt. J.I. Moore, Ft. Leav- 
enworth; Capt. L.A. Smith, Ft. Crockett; Capt. J.G. Taylor, Wright Field, and 
Licut. L.J. Carr, Kelly Ficld. 

Lt.-Col. HH. Arnold and Major O.P. Echols left on July 20th for a flight 
which included Baltimore, Bristol, Pa., Hartford end Buffalo for the purpose of 
studying the production facilities of certain manufacturing plants located in 
these cities, 

Brig.-Gen. H.C. Pratt left on July 24th for Washington for a conference 
with the Chief of the Air Corps regarding procurement matters, 

Lt.-Col. F.P. Lahm piloted by Capt. Duncan flew in from Chicago on July 7th, 
taking off shortly after for Bolling Field. Both are stationed at the Presidio, 
their final destination being Mitchel Field, 

Lieut. D.... watkins and Lieut. B.i. Chidlaw left on July 20th for Buffalo 
to ferry two new basic training planes to Dayton. Lieut. C.A. Caldwell went to 
Astoria to ferry a BT-2B airplane from the plant of the Edo Aircraft Corp., to 
Wright Field, 

Capt. John Beveridge,Jr., flew in from Bolling Field on July 28th. Major 
A.H, Gilkeson of Wright Field flew to Muskogon, Mich., returning by night and 
testing out radio equipment. Lt. C.D. McAllister flew Major Victor Bertrandias, 
Air Reserve, to Glendale, ii. Vas, returning solo that night. 

Lieut. ii,.N. Amis left on July 14th flying to Kansas City, Dallas,San Anton- 
io and Rockwell Field to confer with the Commanding Officers of flying fields 
and depots regarding supplies and cquipmont,. 

Brig.-Gen. H.C. Pratt and Capt. St.Clair Streett, pilot, flew to Shreve- 
Port, La., remaining there for scveral days, and returning to Wright Field on 
July 15th, 

Lieut. O.F. Carlson landed at Wright Field on July 16th on his way from 
Glendale, W.Va., to Rockwell Ficld. He was an overnight guest. He ferried a 
new airplane (Y1C-14) from the Fokker plant to Rockwell Field. 

Capt. D.M. Reeves left for Washington on July 2lst for a conference with 
the Chief of the Information Division. 

Lieut. B.W. Chidlaw spent several days at Glendale, W.Va., in July for the 
purpose of testing a Y1C-14 airplane at the plant of the Fokker company. 

Lieut. W.G. Smith, Capt. J.G. Taylor and Capt, D.B. Howard flew to Buffalo 
on July 29th to inspect the mockup of a new Observation plane sot up at the 
Plant of the Consolidated Company e 
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